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Lesson Calendar 


1. July 7.—Beginning the Christian 
BANS. trndvadiadecaestets sue John 1: 35-51; Acts 16: 13-34 
2. July 14.—Reading God’s Word.Acts 8 : 26-39; Psa. 19 : 7-11 
3. July 21.—Praying to God..Luke 11 : 1-13; Psa. 145: 18, 19 
4. July 2.—Obeying God 
Matt. 4: 18-22; John 14: 22-24; Jas. 1 : 22-27 
s August 4.—Growing Stronger..Luke 2 : 42-52; 2 Pet. 1 : 5-8 
6. August 11.—Helping Others...Luke 10 : 25-37; Gal. 6: 1-10 
7. August 18.—Working in the 
CROGMOR ees cc cescbeecssecds Acts 2: 41-473; 4: 32-35; 6: 2-4 
8. August 25.—Speaking for Christ 
Luke 12: 8-12; Acts 1: 1-8 
9. September 1.—Christian Giving....Luke 6 : 30-38; 21 : 1-4 
10. September 8.—Conquering Evil 
1 Kings 21 : 1-29; Eph. 5 : 6-21 
11. September 15.—Winning the World to Christ 
Matt. 5 : 13-16; 28 : 18-20; Acts 16: 6-15; Neh. 1: 1-11 
12. September 22,—Fruits of the Qhristian 
BINGs esccciccscccesentbccsocsoncsone Matt. 25 : 14-30; § : 1-12 


The Riches of His Grace 
By Annie Johnson Flint 
The exceeding riches of his grace.—Ephesians 2 : 7 


H, like the air about us that we breathe, 
As limitless and all-encompassing; 
And like the earth beneath us that we tread, 
As strong, as solid, and unvarying ; ? 
And like the sky above, where sun and stars 
In old, unalterable orbits swing ; 


So is thy grace to us, O God of grace! 
Pledge of thy mercy, promise of thy might. 
Changeless through all the sorrows of the day, 
Changeless through all the terrors of the night, 
A present peace, a certain comforting, 
Staining joy and everlasting light. 


God’s View of His Word 


Men’s opinion of the Bible does not amount to 
much. God’s opinion of the Bible settles the matter 
for us. But how many Christian people have a really 
intelligent, accurate knowledge of what God’s Word 
says about God’s Word? They have their oppor- 
tunity to discover this now; for the Sunday-school 
lesson of July 14, in the Improved Uniform Lesson 
series, is probably the most remarkable, comprehen- 
sive, illuminating, and practical lesson on Bible ‘study 
that has ever appeared in any course of Sunday- 
school lessons brought together in modern times. The 
Christian man or woman, college student or high-school 
boy or girl, who will take, say, one hour simply to 
read the Scripture passages brought together by the 
International Lesson Committee on this. one topic, 
turning to every passage mentioned, including the ad- 
ditional material for teachers, and the devotional 
reading, and the graded material as well (the list of 
these passages is given at the-head of the middle 
column on page 366 in this issue), will be amazed 
at the rich, full, satistying message concerning the 
Bible that is thus found in the Bible. The Bible i isa 


wonderful help to Bible study! And the testimony 
of God’s Word to God’s» Word is overwhelming, in 
its conclusive finality concerning the origin, character, 
authority, infallibility, and blessings of the Bible. 
Let us go to Headquarters, in our Bible study, and 
let us stay there. 
a” 


With the Smile 


Smiling can be done without the face being seen. 
“It is our constant aim,’ Says the Bell Telephone 
Company, “to promote the ‘voice with the smile.’” 
The public knows how effectively this great service 
corporation has trained its army of operators to use 
“the voice with the smile.” Business letters can often 
be written “with the smile,” and usually they ought 
to be; such letters create good will and sell. goods. 
We who are Christians ought not to be behind the 
most capable business people in using “the voice with 
the smile,” and in bringing a genuine radiance into 
all our work and relationships. The Christian can 
have supernatural power in this all the time, by sim- 
ply yielding to and believing in Him who sheds abroad 
the love of God in our hearts. The smiling life is the 
winning life; and habitual winning is the Christian’s 
first business. 

> at 


Why Evangelism is Needed 


How many people in Christian, America know 
nothing of the way of salvation? Only God could 
completely, answer that question, but it is certain that 
there are millions in the dark here. A few weeks 
ago a well-dressed lady came into the office of The 
Sunday School Times; and asked the young woman 
at the inquiry desk whether she could purchase a 
Bible. She was told that Bibles were not kept in 
stock, but that’ Testaments of various editions were 
available. “What is a Testament?” she asked. Some- 
what taken aback by the inquiry, the young woman 
answered that the New Testament was a portion of 


. 


the Bible written after the Old Testament. ..“Can’t I 
get the Bible complete?” the lady asked. She was 
assured that she could, and was told where. Picking 
up a copy of Dr. Scofield’s new book, “What Do the 
Prophets Say?” the lady looked it over, and said 
thoughtfully, “This war is certainly awakening people 
to serious thinking as never before.” She then went 
on to say that her son had gone into the army, and 
she wished to send him a Bible,—she felt so alone 
since he had gone away. Asked what church she 
attended, she answered, “I am a heathen”; and when 
she was~asked further as to her address, a cloud 
came over her face, and her only reply was she came 
from “where all heathen ¢ome from.” With that 
word she left the office. The incident is a startling 
evidence of the fact that the Word of God, and the 
Son of God, are utterly unknown to multitudes in 
this, Christian land. May we not let any whom we 
can reach remain in the dark. 
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Promotion—Why ? 


We like to think that it is harder to take care 
of other people than of ourselves. But the condition 
of other people for whom we have a responsibility is 
a sure index of our own condition. If they are not 
what they ought to be, we are pretty sure not to be 
what we ought to be. It is said that advancement is 
made in the Army according to the moral condition 
of the troops under the men responsible for them. 
The man to be promoted is the man whose troops 
under him show the best moral condition. If they 
are what they ought to be, it is good evidence that 
the man in charge of them is what he ought to be. 
And so in all our relationships,—those whom we are 
in charge of “give us away.” Their strength shows 
our strength; their weakness shows our weakness. 
Our promotion, whether by men or by God, is likely 
to be determined by the results of our work in the 
lives of others. Let us take a good look at our- 
selves in the mirror of the lives of those nearest to us. 


‘What is Meant by the Bible’s “Inspiration” ? 


ought to be assured of its accuracy in presepting 
the Divine message. God is spoken of as “the 
God of Truth.” Christ described himself as “the 
Truth.” The Holy Spirit has for one of his titles, 
“the Spirit of Truth.” If God has spoken, it may 
certainly be assumed that, as an infinitely wise and 
omniscient Being, the “words in which his thoughts 
are conveyed will necessarily be clear, definite, exact, 
and not inconsistent or contradictory the one with 
the other. It would be irreverent to think of God 
conveying his thoughts to us in any manner approach- 
carelessness or looseness. 
his position is objected to by many who deny the 
existence of infallibility in regard to Divine Truth. 
A favorite argument is that those who believe in an 
infallible Bible tend to substitute it for an infallible 
Pope or an infallible Church. But those who believed 
in the infallible authority of the Bible are found 
much earlier in the Christian era than those who be- 
lieved in the infallibility of the Church, still less of 
the Pope. When the Reformation insisted on the 
supreme authority of the Bible, it was only going 
back .to- what had been held ages before. 
: What, then, are the grounds on which the infallible 
authority of the Bible is to be maintained? The 
most obvious appeal can be made to the use of the 
Bible to-day in the life and work of the Church, 
with its authoritative emphasis on verbal teaching. 
As part of this, and a very important part, may be 
mentioned the scholarly, minute exegesis of the Scrip- 
ture found in all ages, but especially to-day. The 
use of concordances, with their appeal to the words 
of Scripture, is not the least striking testimony to the 
extent to which the authority of the Bible is accepted. 
Assuming the Bible to be true, it is essential to +re- 


"Tessie: who accept the authority of the Bible 





This is the third of a series of editorials on ‘The Authority of 
ture.“’ It will be followed next week by a discussion of the 
question, * How Is the Bible Inspired ? "’ 
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gard it as exact, the truth thereby descending to and 
embracing texts, phrases, and even words. 

Another proof of this position is the way in which 
the Bible has always bt 1 appealed to in matters 
of controversy. Every heresy, ancient or modern, 
claims to base itself on Scripture; and the severest 
attacks of opponents hae always been directed 
against the Bible. There must be something in its 
statements to warrant such appeals and attacks, 
otherwise it might be safely ignored. 

Nor is it possible to overlook the belief on this 
point in the Apostolic Churches. Bishop Westcott, in 
his “Introduction to the Study of the Gospels,” points 
out that the early Church believed in an inspiration 
which was “supernatural in its source, unerring in its 
truthfulness, and comprising words as well as sub- 
ject matter.” The leading writers of the first three 
centuries bear constant witness to the supremacy and 
finality of Scripture; and it is well known that at one 
of the great Church ‘Councils the Gospels were placed 
in the center as the final court of appeal. 

Perhaps one of the most striking testimonies to 
the authority of Scripture is found in the use of the 
Old Testament by New Testament writers, including 
nearly three hundred quotations with phrases like 
“it is written” and “as the scripture saith.” It is 
known that the Apostle Paul based one of his most 
important arguments on the difference between the 


. singular and the plural. “Now to-Abraham and his 


seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to 
seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, 
which is Christ” (Gal. 3: 16). 

Our Lord’s endorsement of the Old Testament 
points in the same direction, especially his reference 
to one of the Psalms in John 10: 34-36,—“Is it not 
written in your law,” etc. The fact that our Lord 
uses the word “law” to describe this Psalm is a testi- 
mony to what both the Jews and he regarded as of 
binding authority. For he says there that the 
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Psalmist is one “unto whom the word of God came 
(and the scripture cannot be broken).” It is some- 
times urged that our Lord’s appeal on this occasion 
was in the form of what is known as an argument 
addressed merely to the standpoint of his Jewish 
opponents without expressing his own view. But, 
as Dr. Warfield points out in his article on “Inspira- 
tion” in the International Standard Bible Encyclo- 
ia, this is not the case, for the whole argument 
of the text shows that Scripture was common ground 
with Jesus and his opponents. Dr. Warfield adds 
that the proof of so obvious a fact is seen by the 
circumstance that “this is not an isolated, but a 
representative passage,” for the view of Scripture 
set forth on this occasion is found everywhere as 
the ground of all our Lord’s appeals and of all the 
appeals of the New Testament writers as_ well. 
“Everywhere to him and to them alike an appeal to 
Scripture is an appeal to an indefectible authority, 
whose determination is final; both he and they make 
their appeal indifferently to every part of Scrip- 
ture, to every element in Scripture, to its most in- 
cidental clauses as well as to its most fundamental 
principles and to the very form of its expression.” 

Sometimes Christ’s references to the Old Testa- 
ment are used to support the view that he altered the 
letter of its precepts in several, important particulars. 
But this alteration did not imply any repudiation of 
what had preceded. Progressive revelation is a fact, 
and a very important one, in our study of the Bible; 
but the one thing that will not be found is the prin- 
ciple of repudiation, for revelation in later stages 
never repudiates what was sanctioned by the Scrip- 
tures in previous days. As Bernard in that fine 
book, “The Progress of Doctrine in the New Testa- 
ment,” said: “In the Sermon on the Mount we hear 
the voice of the original Divine Lawgiver expounding 
his law, clearing up his own intentions, and disallow- 
ing the preference of men.” And when the question 
was put to our Lord as to which was the greatest 
commandment in the law, he actually said, referring 
to love. to God and the neighbor, “there is no greater 
commandment than this.” ‘It ought to be clear, there- 
fore, that so far from repudiating the past, Christ put 
his own Divine stamp upon it. When a law is disan- 
nulled it is repealed, but not repudiated; and only the 
authority that issued a law has the power to disan- 
nul or repeal. Nothing but confusion will result if we 
do not bear in mind this important truth that, while 
our Lord supplemented, and in that sense supplanted, 
the old law, he never repudiated it. Many of our dif- 
ficulties will be solved if we keep in mind the great 
principle of progressive revelation. 

One of the commonest arguments against the in- 
fallibility of Scripture is the assertion that such an 
infallibility would need an infallible interpreter. But 
this does not necessarily follow. We are all con- 
scious of life as a fact; though no one is able to de- 
fine it, yet we get on very well without any infalli- 
ble definition. The one thing to remember is that it 
is impossible to be sure of Divine truth unless it is 
adequately expressed in human language, the only 
language we can understand. 

In line with all this is the claim made by such a 
writer as the Apostle Paul to exceptional authority 
as.the Divine messenger. “If any man think himself 
to be spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things 
I write are the commandments of the Lord” (1 Cor. 
14:37). -Nothing could be more definite or more 
obviously unique than this claim. 

Perhaps the most frequently used passage against 
the view that the authority of Scripture extends to 
accuracy of verbal statement is found in the words, 
“the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life” (2 Cor. 
3:6). This text is employed to show that it is pos- 
sible to appreciate and follow the spirit without con- 
cerning ourselves about the letter. A recent writer 
remarks that the important thing is not what the 
Scripture says, but what it means. But the text and 
context of that passage obviously show that the 
Apostle was not concerned with the letter of inspira- 
tion as opposed te the spirit; this is a subject en- 
tirely outside his consideration. The antithesis is 
clearly between the Old and New Covenants; the 
question of inspiration, whether verbal or otherwise, 
is altogether foreign to the discussion. The Apostle 
is concerned with the spirit of minute scrupulosity 
without love. He is not contrasting spiritual and 
literal interpretation, nor is he concerned with dis- 
tinguishing between a commandmert accurately re- 
corded and one whose language cannot be ascer- 
tained, and whose meanifg can only be estimated by 
personal conjecture. He is not dealing with the 
wording of a document and its meaning, but with 
diverse mental attitudes towards that meaning. So 
that he does not treat the written word either of the 
Old Testament or of the New as if the spirit could 
be revealed without the letter. Historical trust- 
worthiness does not enter into his discussion, but only 
the different modes of interpretation. Besides, how 
- can we be sure of the meaning if we are not certain 
of the words used? 

And so the one question is as to the truth con- 
tained in Scripture, and in regard to this the words 
of the late Dr. Denney are impressive: “When a 
man submits his mind to the Spirit which ‘is in the 
Bible, it never misleads him about the way of salva- 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“I have’ made, and I will bear; yea, 
I will carry, and will deliver” 
(Isa. 46 : 4) 











tion. It brings him invariably to that knowledge of 
God which is eternal life. The most vital truth 
about it is covered by the terms ‘inspiration’ and ‘in- 
—_ , and in virtue of this t it is indispens- 
abfe and authoritative to the mind of every age.” 

And to refer to the words of another great Bible 
student, written after many years of prolonged study, 
this is how he states his own experience of Scripture: 
“As a result of a careful examination of the entire 
Scriptures in the originals, noticing, and marking 
where necessary, every yariation of tense and prepo- 
sition, and the significa e of words, the impression 
left on my mind is this,—not the difficulty of believ- 
ing the entire inspiration of the Bible, but the im- 
possibility of doubting it,” 

Ali this leads to the subject of what is calied 
“Verbal Inspiration”; but so important a matter calls 
for separate attention, which will be. given in next 
week’s editorial on “How Is the Bible Inspired ?” 
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Did Our Lord Eat of the Last Passover? 


In the Lesson Pilot for the lesson of June 9, issue of 
May 25 of The Sunday School Times, the following ex- 
pression is used: “Gathering them in ‘an upper cham- 
ber,’ as it were away from the earth, he ate with them 
the Passover.” The question I desire to ask is, Did 
Christ eat that Passover? Some contend that he did 
not actually eat it, but only his disciples—A South 
Carolina Reader. 


The text of that Sunday-school lesson itself (Mark 
14: 10-72) makes the positive statement that Jesus 
did eat the Passover with his disciples. In the in- 
structions to two. of his disciples to prepare the Pass- 
over, Jesus told them that they were to say to the 
man who would provide the room,.“The Teacher 
saith, Where is my guest-chamber, where I shall eat 
the passover with my disciples?” Later on in the ac- 
count we read, “Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, 
One of you shall betray me, even he that eateth with 
me.” “With desire I have desired to eat this pass- 
over with you,” he said again (Luke 22: 15). 

The feast of the Passover overlaps into that of 
the Lord’s Supper. The record in the Gospels is not 
SO positive that Jesus ate of this second feast, but 
the inference from the statement, “I will drink no 
more of the. fruit of the vine, until that day when I 
drink it new in the kingdom of God,” seems unmis- 
takably to indicate that he did; and we cannot well 
doubt it when we consider the intent and purpose of 
this feast, that of fellowship with God, which is ex- 
pressed in the very name we give it, the Communion. 


x 
The American Revision and Christ’s Deity 


I have often been asked the meaning of the foot-note 
on John 9: 38 in the American Standard Version of the 
Bible. [It is where Jesus, having healed the man horn 
blind, who has been cast out of the synagogue bec ‘ise 
of his testimony to Christ, meets the Lord again, who 
asks him, “Dost thou believe on the Son of Ged?” 
When Jesus declares to him that he who is speaking 
with him is the Son of God, the man replies, “Lord, I 
believe. And he worshipped him.”’] 

The foot-note in t*- American Revision reads as fol- 
lows on the word “worshipped”: “The Greek denotes an 
act of reverence, whether paid to a creature (as here) 
or to the Creator (see chapter 4: 20).” 

People have charged the version with disloyalty to 
our Lord’s Deity; based on this foot-note. Do you hap- 
pen to know anything of the reason for this statement 
referring to our Lord as “a creature’? 

I have been accustomed to reply that the application 
was doubtless to Christ in his manhood and earthly 
ministry. But I confess the term is difficult, more par- 
ticularly as the blind man seems to have regarded 
Christ as something more than “a creature.” The 
chapter seems to indicate a gradual but decided de- 
velopment in the man’s conception of our Lord, from 
“a man called Jesus” (v. 11), to “a prophet” (v. 17), 
and “from God” (v. 33) up to “Son of God” (vs. 35-38). 

Perhaps you could obtain some light on this subject 
from a member of the American Revision Committee, 
because the version is often charged with unfaithful- 
ness to Christ, based on this foot-note.—A Bible Teacher. 


No members of the New Testament Company of the 
- American Revision Committee are now living. But 
- an. interesting letter from the late. Professor Matthew 
B. Riddle, one of the members of that Committee, and 
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for many years one of the leading lesson writers of 
The Sunday School Times, is at hand through the 
courtesy of the publishers of the American Standard 
Edition of the Bible, Thomas Nelson and Sons, of 
New York, who are glad to have it used to correct 
any erroneous impression caused by the foot-note. 
Professor Riddle’s letter is as follows: 

The marginal note at John 9: 38 in the Standard New 
Testament refers exclusively to the restored blind man’s 
estimate of our Lord, whom he, according to this note, 
regarded as “a creature.” It has no reference (or was 
not intended te have) to the Evangelist’s view of the 
Person of Christ, and should not be used as a proof 
text in any discussion on that question. 

For myself, I would have preferred to omit the words 
“as here,” since there’ is a doubt as to how much the 
healed man meant in his “worship.” The question in 
verse 35 (with the answer in verse 38) may imply a fuller 
recognition of our Lord’s Person, but in that verse the 
reading “Son of man” is found in three of the oldest 
(and best) Greek manuscripts, and is accepted by Tisch- 
endorf, Westcott and Hort, and other editors. 

If that is the true reading, the answer “I believe” 
does not necessarily imply a higher view of our Lord’s 
Person than that indicated in the marginal note, and 
my colleagues, in editing this version, who were Trini- 
tarians, were probably influenced by this reading. 

I trust this reply will satisfy your mind as to the 
purpose of the American revisers, and will guard against 
a misuse of the marginal note. 

It is good to have this authoritative word, from a 
member of the American Revision Committee, that 
the foot-note in question was not intended to throw 
~ doubt on the deity of Jesus. ‘ 

n this connection it is interesting to note that 
Westcott in his Commentary says that in John 9: 39, 
“the Lord offers himself as the object of faith for 
the first time, and that in his universal character in 
relation to humanity as the Son of man.” He also 
adds that the Greek word for “worship” is “never 
used in John’s Gospel of the worship of mere respect” 
(4:20; 12:20). It will be seen from this that West- 
cott’s line is very definite in relation to true worship, 
even though he reads “Son of man” in verse 35. 
Many careful Bible scholars will feel that the Ameri- 
can Revisers made a regrettable mistake by giving 
expression to a foot-note which was so liable to 
serious misconception; and it is evident that Dr. 
Riddle himself did not favor it. 


x 
Can There Be a “ Jewish Church’? 


Why does Professor Griffith Thomas say in his com- 
ments for the lesson of May 26, “The vineyard here 
represents the Jewish Church” (Isa. 5:7)? It is the 
house of Israel, but not a church. “And when the day 
of Pentecost was fully come” (Acts 2: 1), after Peter’s 
sermon the converts gathered in the first church (Acts 
2: 42-47).—A Canadian Business Man. 


The Christian church*did indeed begin with the day 
of Pentecost. In an especial sense is the Church, as 
gathered out from peoples of various nationalities 
by the Holy Spirit on that day, Christ’s Church. 
Was he not looking forward to it when he said to 
Peter, “Upon this rock I will build my church”? 

The Greek word, however, used for church is 
“ecclesia,” and it means a called-out body. This word 
is used of any assembly, as for instance in the account 
in Acts 19:39, of the town meeting at Ephesus; and 
Israel is called the church by Stephen in his sermon 
recorded in Acts 7:38, when he speaks of it as “the 
church in the wilderness.” It is, indeed, a question 
whether Israel in her land should ever be called a 
“church”; it has been pointed out that the Scriptures 
never thus speak of her, but only of Israel as a 
church in the wilderness, where she was a called-out 
assembly. But the term “the Jewish Church,” used 
intel igently, and not meaning the new creation in 
Chri.t which is his “body,” would seem to have the 
authority of Scripture. 


Jesus’ Brothers and Sisters 
Will you answer a question we had in our Bible class 
a few Sundays ago, Did Jesus have a brother? Some 
said yes, others no.—A Maryland Reader. 


The New Testament speaks repeatedly of the 
Lord’s brothers. Paul tells of meeting “James the 
Lord’s brother,” and he calls him an apostle (Gal. 
1:19). Matthew tells of Christ’s mother and brethren 
waiting outside the house where he was teaching to 
speak with him (Matt. 12: 46-50), and again (13: 55, 
56) Matthew names four brothers, “James, and Joses, 
and Simon, and Judas.” 

Some writers contend that the word translated 
“brother” could properly be rendered “cousin,” but 
the context of the passages quoted seems to ‘indicate 
that these relatives were truly; the Lord’s brothers, 
the sons of Joseph and Mary after Jesus was born of 
the virgin by the power of the overshadowing Holy 
Spirit. Matthew also speaks of the Lord’s sisters. 
Some authorities hold that the epistles of James and 
Jude were written by these two of the Lord’s 
brothers. Dr. Robert Ellis Thompson has an inter- 
esting chapter on James and Jude in his illuminating 
book, “The Apostles as Everyday Men.” (To be 
had from The Sunday School Times Company at 50 
cents net, postpaid.) 
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- LESSON FOR JULY 14 (Acts 8 : 26-39; Psa. 19 : 7-11) 


Hosea’s and Luke’s significant **Afters”’ 
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Are the Jews Finally to Convert the World?  - 


Editor of Immanuel’s Witness, and 





: By Mark Lev autior of “Lectures on Messianic Prophecy” 





Saviour came; when will salvation come?” —_ 
This adage, popularly current among the in- 
telligent classes in Russia, does not mean a denial 
that salvation has come into this world with the ad- 
vent of the Son of God, but it implies the question, 
When will the world be converted? , 

This question, not in its world-wide scope, but only 
in relation to my own people, the Jews, troubled my 
soul for twenty years before my own conversion. — 

Having witnessed the horrible cruelties to which 
my people were subjected, and knowing well their 
long, sad history during their dispersion among the 
nations, I mourned and asked, How long? Will there 
never be an end to the sufferings of my people? 

I asked leaders of my people, profound thinkers, 
literary celebrities, and pious religious teachers. How 
long? But in all their cold philosophies, dry theories, 
and empty creeds I found no satisfying answer. 

I turned to the Word of God, and what I found 
there only intensified my anguish of soul. 

The Bible revealed to me the cause and the dura- 
tion of my people’s sufferings. We Jews suffer be- 
cause God is not among us (Deut. 31:17)? and we 
shall continue to suffer until we confess our guilt and 
see his presence in our tribulation (Hos. 5:15). | 

But what is my people’s guilt, and when shall they 
confess? ; 


Why Israel Suffers 


Thus my question became more complicated and I 
was more profoundly troubled in my soul, until one 
day, thirty-two years ago, a little book called the 
New Testament came to my hand. For some time I 
refrained from reading it, believing it to be the 
Goim’s (Gentiles’) Bible. But one night, after three 
months, I could no longer resist the Spirit of God 
prompting me to read. the little book. 


“Ts IS nearly ninetedsi hundred years since the 


I found first “him, of whom Moses in the law, and _ 


the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth” (John 
1:45); next I heard. him say, “Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and. are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt. 11: 28). 

It would be impossible for me to describe in words 
the effect of his loving call on my soul. Suffice to say 
that I fell on my knees, and with uplifted head and 
hands, the tears streaming from my eyes, I cried out, 
“Yes, Lord, I. come to Thee; accept me and give me 
rest.” And, oh, blessed be His holy name! He not 
only accepted me and gave me rest, but He also an- 
swered my old perplexing question. Listen, my poor 
suffering people! Listen, you indifferent Gentiles! 
and you, too, lukewarm Christians, listen to the 
Saviour’s last solemn address to Israel: O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest 
them which are sent unto thee, how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye Would 
not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 
But I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, 
till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord.” 

Here we have the answer to our question as in a 
nutshell; Israel suffers because God is not among 
them. The Son of God came to his own, and his 
own received him not. He called them to repent, but 
they would not confess their guilt. He would gather 
them together, even as the hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and they would not. Reluctantly 
and sorrowfully the Redeemer left them, and shortly 
after that their house was left unto them desolate, 
and to this yery day it is still desolate. They them- 
selves were carried away into exile and scattered 
among the nations, a people without a home, “with- 
out king, and without prince, and without sac- 
rifice” eo 3:4). But their Redeemer will come 
again, and they shall see him, look upon him whom 
they pierced, mourn in deep contrition (Zech. 12: 10), 
and greet him with the joyful acclamation, “Blessed 
is he which cometh in the name of the Lord.” “And 
so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There 
shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and will turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob: for this is my cove- 
nant unto them, when I shall take away their sins” 
(Rom, 11: 26, 27). 

As Saul of Tarsus, the Hebrew of Hebrews, was 
saved not by the preaching of the Gospel, but by. a 
visible appearance in. glory of the Lord Jesus Christ 
whom he persecuted, so shall also Israel, as a tiation, 
be saved when the Saviour shall again appear to them, 
and they shall look upon Him whom they have 
pierced. 

eagrisg | found the answer to the question in rela- 
tion to Israel,. let us now try to find the answer in 
relation to the world. ‘ 

It. is commonly. taught and believed in the Chris- 


“ Now the Church is the Gospel express train, 
stopping only at a few stations to pick up a few 
passengers, the train ‘Israel’ being side-tracked 
to. let. the express go by, When Christ comes, 
the train ‘Israel’ will be switched back upon 
the main track,, stop at all stations, and take on 
the world.” (Acts 15: 14-17.)—John Wilkerson. 








tian churches that thé world will ultimately be con- 
verted by the preaching of the Gospel before the sec- 
ond coming of Christ. 

This illusory doctrine is unscriptural and impos- 
sible. The unscripturalness of it can be shown from 
hundreds of Bible passages. But it is sufficient to 
refer to the Lord’s question, “Nevertheless when the 
Son of man cometh, shail he find fwith on the 
earth?” (Luke 18:8.) If the world is to be con- 
verted before the Lord comes again, then the Cord 
would certainly have known it, and his answer would 
have been in the affirmative. Instead, however, we 
find his answer in Matthew 24: 37-41 and Luke 17: 
26-30 emphatically negative: “But as the days of 
Noe were, so shall_also the coming of the Son of 
man be.” “Likewise also as it was.in the days of 
Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, 
they planted, they builded; but the same day that 
Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone 
from heaven, and destroyed them all. Even thus 
shall it be in.the day when the Son of man is re- 
vealed.” ; 

On the other hand the outlook for the world’s con- 
version in this age is evident from the fact that after 
nineteen ,hundred. years of, preaching the Gospel 
scarcely one-fifth, A the human race has been even 
nominally converted... What a gloomy prospect for 
poor sin-stricken, suffering, groaning, bleeding, and 
famishing humanity. | 

We learn from the Word of God, and profane 
history proves, that Christ came to his own (nation), 
and his own (the Jews), as a nation, received him 
not. But to’'as many “as received him, to them gave 
he the power. td become the sons of God. Had the 
Jews, as a nation, received their Messiah when he 
came to them, ‘he would have established the King- 
dom of God, and the world would have been con- 
verted long’ago. ‘Not only individual Jews, but all 
Israel as a nation, would have been saved: and the 
prophecies of Isaiah 49:6 and 60:1-3 would have 
been fulfilled. The nations would have come to their 
light; and kings to the brightness of their rising, and 
Christ would have betome the salvation of God to 
the ends of the earth. 


World Conversion Through a Nation of Pauls? 


The world must and ‘shall be converted only 
through God’s instruments, which are none other 
but the Jews, God’s chosen people. 

God’s purpose in choosing Israel is plainly given 
in Genesis 12: 1-3; 18:18; 22:18; Isaiah 43:21, and 
in other -issages too many to enumerate. God called 
Abraham and promised to make of him a great na- 
tion; and in this nation, his seed, shall all the na- 
tions of the earth be blessed. God also said, “This 
people have I formed for myself; they shall shew 
forth my praise” (Isa. 43:21). The blessing of all 
nations, which means the conversion of the whole 
world, is Israel’s mission; for this purpose God has 
chosen them. 

“To attempt to convert the world without the 
Jews,” said Franz Delitzsch, “is like a bird trying to 
fly with a broken wing.” 

In a measure they have already fulfilled their mis- 
sion in the past. In Babylon, in Medo-Persia, in 
Greece, and in Rome, they made known Jehovah, their 
God, and the hope of their coming Redeemer. To 
them were committed the oracles of God, and they 
transmitted them to the world. Of them as con- 
cerning the flesh Christ came, and by them his Gospel 
was preached to the Gentiles. 

But for failing to carry out their mission in full, 
and especially for their national rejection of Christ, 
they were set aside for a time, and scattered. 

Like the lone typical fig-tree in the way, they are 
doomed to remain barren and unproductive until the 
end of the age. (Matt. 21: 19); and in their presen 
withered condition they cannot carry on their great 
national mission to bless the world.4 ’ 

Bat as the fig-tree in the parable of Luke 13 is not 
cut down, but stands alone in the way in a withered 
condition, preserved to be re-transplanted into its 
own vineyard, so are the Jews in their present unpro- 





1Neither do they curse the world. Mormonism, Spiritism, 
Eddyism, which are poisoning the church, are not the fruits 
of the withered fig-tree. 3 


. 


ductive condition not cut off altogether, but are pre- 
served to be restored to their own land for future 
fruitfulness. u 

The preservation of the Jews in their present barren 
condition is the wonder of the world. They are to- 
day numerically five times as many as the whole na- 
tion was in their most prosperous time under the 
benign reign of King Solomon. What then is God 
preserving them for, if not for the purpose for which 
He has chosen them? 

_There are in the Bible two “afters” which synchro- 
nize harmoniously, and in which we have plainly 
mapped out God’s plan and program for the conver- 
sion of the world. 

In Hosea 3: 4, it was prophesied that “the children 
of Israel shall abide many days without king, and 
without prince and without sacrifice.” This prophecy 
is being fulfilled now, nearly two thousand years 
since they rejected Christ. ut the prophecy pro- 
ceeds in the next verse, “After this shall the children 
of Israel return, and seek Jehovah their God, and 
David [beloved one] their King, and shall fear 
Jehovah and his goodness in the last days,”—that is, 
at the end of the many days. This is one “after.” 


A Bible “Before” and “After” 


The second “after” we find in Acts 1 : 14-17. 
“Simeon hath declared how God at the first did 
visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for 
his name. And to this agree the wur.ts of the pro- 
phets; as it is written, after this I will return, and 
will build again the tabernacle of David, which is 
fallen down; and I will build again the ruins 
thereof, and I will set it up: that the residue of men 
might seék after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon 
whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth 
all these things.” 

While the Jews are abiding without their legitimate 

King (Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews), 
without a prince (Christ is the Prince of the house 
of David, the Prince of peace), and without a sacri- 
fice*(Christ their passover sacrificed for them), God 
is graciously visiting the Gentiles and takes out from 
them individually a people for his name, which is 
the Church: After these many days of his absence 
from the children of Israel, when he has taken out 
from the Gentiles the full number of. individual be- 
lievers and brought them in into his Church, the 
children of Israel shall return (of course to theit 
own land), and seek him, the Beloved One; and 
simultaneously with this he will return. Then shall 
be fulfilled the prophecy of Zechariah 12:10, they 
shall look upon him whom they have pierced; they 
shall mourn in deep contrition for their sin of hav- 
ing rejected him, and greet him with the joyful 
acclamation, “Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of Jehovah.” He will then save them from all their 
iniquities (Psa. 130:8) and from all their troubles 
(Psa. 25:22), restore unto them the Kingdom of 
God, and through them the residue of the human 
race shall be saved. 
_ Most assuredly the Jews are to convert the world; 
it is for this were they. formed. This is their mis- 
sion. For this purpose God.chose them. This is their 
only reason for existence; and for this alone are 
they miraculously preserved. 

When will this be accomplished? Not now, but 
when the Deliverer shall come to Zion, and turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob; when all Israel shall 
be saved, and God will cause them that come of 
Jacob to take root (in their own land to which they 
are already returning now). Then shall Israel blos- 
som and bud and fill the face of the earth with fruit. 
Many nations shall then go and say, “Come ye, and 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house 
of the God of Jatob; and he will teach us of his ways; 
and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall 

o forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
; ad sco nal (Isa. 2:3). “Then shall many people and 
strong nations come to seek the Lord in Jerusalem. 
In those days shall ten men take hold out of all the 
languages of the nationsj+ even shall take hold of him 
that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we 
have heard that the Lord is with you” (Zech. 8: 22, 
23). This will be then only “when the coming One 
will come and not tarry” (Heb. 10: 37). 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 





1I often wondered why in this prophecy the expression, 
“languages of nations,” is used, while in other passages 
“nations” only is used. Is it not because the Jews are 
great linguists? They truly have the gift of tongues; and 
when the nations shall come to seek the Lord in Jerusalem 
their delegates will have no trouble in being understood, 
for every one of them will find a Jew who will speak the 
language of his nation. 
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Your Study Bible 


By John’ Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








= 
PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are being 
given here, as marked thr forty years of personal study 
Each of the sixty-six books of Bible will be covered, week 


At the top of the page—topical notes. 
At the bott lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 


Excgesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 








Isaiah 
The Messianic Prophet; Book of Expectation 
Key-word: “Vision” 
Key-text: ‘‘The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, 
which he saw concerning Judah and ae AN 
: 

Outline: 1. Pastoral and Historical (chaps, 1 to 
39) ; 2. Prophetic and Hortatory (40 to 66). 

Here is a man who spoke to the times—what 
prophet could do otherwise? Here is a man, also, 
who spoke to the eternities; hence he is the prophet 
for all times. We sit at his feet to-day and follow 
the pointing of his index finger—Lo, your King! 

Two Isaiahs? Certainly, if you like. The prophet 
who saw Israel in captivity and wrote accordingly, 
and the prophet who saw Israel restored, and pulled 
out another case of type, Big Primer, to tell it; the 
prophet who with sad eyes saw Jesus humiliated, and 
told the story; and the prophet who beheld Christ 
exalted and shouted his vision from the housetop. 
But it is the same prophet all the way,—calm reading 
and fair reasoning declare it,—but suiting his lan- 
guage, always, to the theme in hand. 

Two Isaiahs? Why not half a dozen? As many 
as you want, to suit your petty human conceptions. 
If sawn asunder, the fate of all prophets with the 
heady, why not proceed to the limit with your easy 
dissections? It is great sport, indeed, The writer 
went with the rest through the agile process, and: he 
has.a copy of the Scriptures from the critical. school- 


. room of post-graduate days with blue mark and red 


mark, shading into pink—your polychrome Bible. All 
very interesting in the child’s play of chopped-up 
locomotive, patchwork quilt, etc. Very interesting, 
though sometimes hazardous. -But when we got into 
the work and resumed our normal senses, what did 
we see? We saw a seer of the Lord Whose prophecies 
clearly reflected the many-sidedness of the divine 
character he was depicting; and we found that the 
only. way to understand Isaiah was to understand 
Isaiah’s Christ. And to-day—we are free to say it— 
we refuse to go to Germany or elsewhere to hear 
any so-called savant interpret Isaiah or any part of 
the vital Word, who does not know Jesus. 

Isaiah_ was true to his ministry. He laid bare the 
sins of Israel, and called the people to repentance. 
His first chapter is the prelude of all his preach- 
ments. Come back to God! But his major theme 
is the Coming One, It is Jesus. Jesus all the way. 
Seen near, seen far, one Christ! Kepler, failing to 


bring the heavenly bodies into satisfactory adjust- * 


ment with one center, at last conceived of the ellipse 
with two foci, and everything fell into harmony. So 
when in our reverent study of Scripture we catch the 
dual center of Christ on the Cross-and Christ on the 
Throne, the radiant and radiating foci of Messianic 
prophecy, the lamp shines clear and we begin to see 
what the inspired prophet saw—the world’s Re- 
deemer! This to us is Isaiah. 


Why I Inserted a New Marking 


In beginning the books of The Prophets, may the 
writer speak a personal word? Personal and fa- 
miliar, we may venture to make it, for in these 
months that we have walked happily together through 
the thickets of God’s Garden of Revelation, listening 
to his voice, sometimes grave, sometimes tender, al- 
ways gracious, we have learned. to»know each other 
better and to sympathize in our eager quest of the 
Truth. When, indeed, do hearts grow fonder than 
over the dear Book, beating with the pulse of the 
divine Love? We have passed together through the 
Pilgrim Pathway of the Patriarchs, the course of the 
Kings, and more lately have let down the bars of the 
Psalm Country. Now we come to the Procession of 
the Prophets. Those rapt, yearning, forth-looking 
faces speak from their lips two words to us: 
He is coming! and, He is coming again! Like most 
students of the Book, trained under our modern 
masters, always respected and loved, the writer en- 
tered upon his own serial perusal of the Bible, now ten 
times. repeated, with the single. uplifting thought of 
yonder Cross on the-hilltop ;.but-as he read farther 
and deeper there emerged gradually but surely upon 
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the sight a radiant Crown! The eye of the 
ancient seer was looking farther than the suffer- 
ings of Calvary, and, though reverent all, his 
gaze was captive to the Kingdom and the Glory 
that should follow! And so recurrently on the mar- 
gins of the Prophets in our “Study Bible,” which we 
are following now, you may find if you look a new 
mark inserted, a mark pencilled and punctuated 
mostly under English skies, “2a,” “2a,” “2a.” Second 
Advent is what it means, and it lets in a new light 
on the Eternal Word that gives fuller meaning and 
makes the whole to gow with the effulgence that is 
about the Throne. e make no fad or fetish of it, 
but fac¢ it is, as all reverent study should grant— 


JUNE 29, 1918 


lorious Fact, and who would suppress it or minimize 
it? who rather does not lift it aud rejoice in it? It 
is the glint of gold in all the Word, our joy in the 
present, our hope in the future, 


Marked Texts 


“Though your sins be as scarlet” (1:18), Ia. 
“And it shall come to pass in the last days” (2:2), 


a. 
“He is despised and rejected of men” (53:3), Ia. 
“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory 

of the Lord is risen upon thee” (60:1), 24. 
Enough! Keep your eye toward the Sunrise! 
OBERLIN, OHIO. 
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Three Teachers’ Favorite Methods 


They proved their value to the classes: what are they worth to you? - 





Working with a Silent Class 


ETTING a silent class to ask questions is one 

of she things that may be done best by indi- 

rection. A teacher cannot make a class talk by 
command; and if he could, the talk would not be 
worth much. To make them talk by entreaty is not 
less useless. 

The primary requisite is that the members shall 
have something to express. The problem then is, how 
may the teacher help the class to the point of having 
something to express. 

Don’t tell it all yourself. Leave something for the 
class to say. Let the most obvious. things lie for the 
class to pick up; and the more disinclined the class 
are to talk, the more obvious are the matters that 


* should be left for them.” Don’t hint about a subject 


you determine to leave; don’t ask questions about it. 
Act as if it were not in existence. If it is neces- 
sary for the complete understanding of the lesson, 
so much the better. Some one is quite sure to see 
its importance and to state it fully. «If not, there is 
time for the teacher to do so. : If: it :comes. from 
the class, give the one who proposes it full credit 
for its suggestion. 

Don’t always state both sides of a'matter that may 
introduce discussion. ‘Sometimes when:a teacher and 
a class know ach othef’sd thoréughly that they dare 
to discuss tohtroverted® péints, “and: ‘yet discussion 
does not rise easily, it is worth while for a ‘teacher 
to put strongly that side of a matter’ which he knows 
to be least popular in the class,-and‘ then prepare to 
leave the subject and p. »ceed to ‘something else as 
though there were nothing more to be said.: Some 
one is likely to say, “Well, I don’t know about that,” 
and the discussion is on. 

Don’t snub any question. Members of the adult 
class do not like to seem to ask “silly questions,” and 
many of the more timid ask none for fear they may 
do it. To the true teacher no question is ever silly 
upon which anybody wants light. 

Don’t “put down” any opinion that any member 
of the class holds. Be sympathetic to every propo- 
sition. See the good in all that is said by the class. 
Try to find.the truth in a position and state it. So 
conduct discussion that your class will feel that they 
are all treated not only fairly but sympathetically. 
Help each one to express his opinion in the strongest 
possible way. He will then be willing that you should 
express the opposite opinion strongly. Be particularly 
careful not to treat. with contempt any opinion you 
may discover to be in your class. 

It is well sometimes: to state at the beginning ‘the 
question to which the lesson will naturally lead. 
“This lesson will bring up this question; you will 
want to say something about it when we come to it.” 
It is well, too, that such a formally stated question 
should be some matter relating to practical life, on 
which they all have some ideas. Your lesson is, for 
example, about the gifts of the Spirit. You want to 
find what they really were, and what there is that 
corresponds to them in the Christian life of to-day. 
The last is a question tLat may call out a discus- 
sion of the class not merely interesting but helpful in 
Christian experience. Are there not men who are 
“full of the. Spirit-and of wisdom”? How did they 
get so? Is it anything we can acquire? I should be 
surprised if the class did not go from such a discus- 
sion richer by some new sense of the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

Don’t talk too much about the desirability of the 
class talking. If you do say anything about it, don’t 
speak mournfully or complainingly. The class love a 
cheerful teacher. Plan for it, use stratagem for it, 
lie awake nights over it if you really must, but do 
not pester them with ‘it. Get them to express them- 
selves as much as they will, and if that is less’than 
you would like, strive to make yourself the better 
teacher that what attraction the class miss in one way 
they may find in another. Remember that after 
all the whole question is*only one of method, and 
that the real problem of your teaching lies deeper 





than any question of method.—Irving F. Wood, 
Northampton, Mass. 
w 


A Contest Before the Lesson 


]* OUR class of girls, about thirteen to fifteen 
years of age, we enjoy a “Bible Contest” be- 
fore taking up the lesson each Sunday. The 
teacher gives a verse, taken at random, giving the 
book, chapter, and verse which she has in mind. It 
teaches pupils to bring their Bibles to class, as only 
those who have them can .contest. The girl who 
finds and reads the passage first is the winner; but 
she must find it first for at least three times. Some- 
times a different pupil wins for several successive 
verses, and the teacher must: repeat the process until 
one has found it first for three times. The winner’s 
name.is written in a record, and at the end of a cer- 
tain term she receives a small reward of a book. If 
any one should find the reward part of the contest 
objectionable, I think the benefit the pupils will de- 
rive in later years from the knowledge of the Bible 
thus gained will be payment enough for them, if the 
teacher explains the matter intelligently to them.— 


Cora D. Kaucher, Reading, Pa, 


se | " 
A Pad, a Pencil, and—a Class 


T IS not given to all of us to teach in the ideally 

equipped Sunday-school, with its separate. class- 
rooms, wall maps, blackboards, etc., which seem so 
essential to one grown accustomed to their use. So 
if your work, like mine, lies in a small Sunday-school 
where one large room must suffice perforce for ten 
or twelve classes during lesson periods, I am going 
to pass on to you oné or two of my favorite methods, 
with which I occasionally vary my teaching. Each 
member of my class is asked to bring with her every 
week her Bible, of course, and in addition to that a 
lead pencil. I keep on hand a pad of plain paper, 
which many times serves in lieu of a blackboard for 
illustrating something I desire to ‘bring home to my 
pupils through the medium of the eye. 

On the day when this specific plan of the pad and 
pencil is being used, however, a brief, informal, gen- 
eral discussion of the lesson is held, and then after 
distributing paper to each one, a period of from 
three to five minutes is given, in which to jot down 
what appear to each class member to be the most 
interesting or impressive points of the lesson. This 
done, one scholar reads aloud her points, while the 
rest of us (for I, too, make a list) compare our lists 
with hers, checking off on our own paper points on 
which we agree. Of course there are always val- 
uable suggestions listed by some other members, of 
which they are anxious to tell. 

If you have never tried this plan you will be 
amazed at the wealth and variety of thought brought 
out by this interchange of ideas. I am sure you will 
agree with me that the teaching value of the lesson 
is greatly enhanced. Do not as a feacher minimize 
the importance of any truth presented, for it is a 
real discovery on the part of each pupil. Gather up 
and bind together as a composite whole the thoughts 
thus presented, stressing those which you, as a teacher, 
have in your careful, prayerful preparation of this 
lesson deemed of the deepest significance and value. 

You will often be delighted to see how your class 
develop along this method’ of self-teaching if it be 
used occasionally. 

Then, too, I occasionally conduct part of my lesson 
period as a “questionnaire.” After a general discus- 
sion of the lesson, when the big thoughts that I 
have prayerfully found are the ones to be taught 
that day have been skilfully brought forward, not as 
my thoughts but as the result of a search on their 
part for the real, spiritual meaning of the lesson, 
I ask each one to write on a slip of paper;two ques- 
tions bearing upon the lesson, preferably general, 


™. 
























































i LI. 


FE os 


< 
i. 


Wye eee ee 







































































































pre ? 


‘LESSON FOR JULY 14 (Acts 8 : 26-39; Psa. 19 : 7-11) 


rather than those as to time, place, historical setting, 
etc. These slips I collect and ask the class thé ques- 
tions written thereon. 

Not a few of our most helpful class sessions have 
grown out of some of these “questionnaires.” For in- 
stance, one day when forgiving one’s enemies had 

one of our big lesson points one of the ques- 
tions was, “Have we forgiven, if down in our hearts 
we remember an unkind act for which an apology 

been made and accepted?” That was a vital ' 
question! and I knew as I faced that bright-eyed 
group of young women that one of them carried a 
sore and on heart. Oh, how earnestly I — 
that I might make that questioner s - the un-Christ- 
likeness of the forgiveness which does not “blot out” 
and “remember no more, forever.” It is not neces- 
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sary to tell you of my answer nor of the eager dis- 
cussion ‘which ensued, for the question seemed to 
have “struck fire” from many of the girls. But we 
all agreed to hunt up and come next week with the 


‘definition of forgiveness written out. Do you catch 


the meaning of and reason for these questionnaires? 
Throu h the medium of a written question, with the 
identity of the questioner not disclosed, my imper- 
sonal paper and pencil plan led the girls to write 
solutions of their particular problems and difficulties. 
When my class leave our session with so 2: such 
big thought uppermost in their minds, I never fail 
to remind them that, as the Foreans say, “There is 
the Jesus way,” and that his Word is the one undis- 
puted authority for us as Christians —Eunice W. 
Foster, Washington, D. C. 









When the Washburn Company, including 
Corporal Sheldoa, “signed up” 


Testaments for Regulars on the Border 
By George T. B. Davis ‘ses Secretary of the 


Pocket Testament League 





<= 


== 


“I have your letter of May 17th, with the enclosed card signed by one of our soldier 


boys,” writes a Con 


gtegational minister from a Montana church to the Pocket Testa- 
ment League headquarters in Philadelphia. 


“We elected him to church-membership 


here on Sunday, as a result of having signed, and acknowledging his acceptance of 
Christ. His mother and sister were deeply moved, and his sister united with our 
church. His mother has P we ae to do so at our next ‘increase’ service. We will 


keep in touch with Private 


tinctly different from those in the National 

Army and National Guard camps was a dis- 
covery made by my associate; Philip E. Howard, Jr., 
and myself when we recently had the privilege of 
visiting a number of Mexican border camps and 
holding meetings among the men. 

The border tour was suggested by Mr. Hugh Cork, 
the indefatigable Religious Director of the Y.M.C. A. 
work in the military camps of the Southern Depart- 
ment, at whose invitation also we had been for three 
months working in the Southern camps, and to whose 
eon co-operation we owe a great debt of grati- 
tude. 

Although the men in the army camps everywhere 
listen with great eagertiess to the Gospel message, 
yet the men of the Regular Army listen, if that were 
possible, with even more rapt attention than the 
others; and Mr. Howard agrees that they responded 
to the appeal to enlist in the Pocket Testament 
League and to make the great surrender quite as 
readily as the men in the newer armies. They were 
men of splendid physique. Many of them seemed 
veritable Sandows. 

It was a beautiful Sunday evening in a town on 
the Mexican border overlooking the Rio Grande. 
The military camp was located at one end of the 
town. Our service was to be held in the Army 
Y. M. C. A. building, which was located near the 
center of the camp. The men kept coming until the 
building was packed to overflowing. Some were sit- 
ting on the counters, some were standing, while a 
number climbed a ladder and sat on a narrow plat- 
form overlooking the audience. 

The service was in charge of Chaplain Herbert 
Smith, who has been in the service for years and thor- 
oughly understands the American soldier. After a 
brief opening, he turned the meeting over to Mr. 
Howard and myself, and then went back into the 
audience to watch the outcome. 

In answer to prayer God gave blessed victory. In 
a few moments the men were singing the little 
chorus, “Give Your Heart to Jesus,” with the fervor 
of an evangelistic choir. After half an hour of Gos- 
pel song we told them something of the triumphs of 
God’s Word and Gospel in the hearts and lives of the 
British soldiers. Then there was a call for joining 
the League and for definite decision for Christ. The 
response was immediate and hearty. Two hundred 
arid sixty-one of the men were enrolled in the League 
and seventy-one signified their acceptance of Christ. 
As they rose to come forward in single file and re- 
ceive the Testaments, the regimental band played 
“Onward, Christian Soldiers,” and later “The Son of 
God Goes Forth to War,” and the effect was thrilling. 
At the close of the service, Chaplain Smith said, “It 
was the best service we have had in a year and a 
half.” We were at another town near the mouth of 
the Rio Grande. Shortly before the service began, 
the chaplain told me that he had just been: talking 
with a man who confessed that he had never been in 
a place of worship. The chaplain introduced me to 
the man, and he was induced to occupy a front seat 


T tee the men of the Regular Army are dis- 


and ‘help in passing out the hymn sheets. . At the, 


close, he and a comrade joined the League, and his 
friend declared his decision for Christ... Both. re- 
mained for the conference to arrange for the forma- 
tion of Bible reading groups. At length I-called the 


:‘young man aside and appealed to ;him- for.‘a definite. 


decision, and presently had the joy of. hearing him 


~confess Christ. : 


In the midst of our border work an invitation was 


He is one of our boys, brought up in our Sunday-School.” 


extended to us to visit Camp Pike, at Little Rock, 
Arkansas, and conduct a simultaneous League cam- 
paign. The invitation was extended by Mr. A. B. 

icholls, the Camp Director of Religious Work for 
the Y. M. C. A. The plan was for Mr. Howard and 
myself to hold meetings in the various Y. M. C. A. 
buildings. of the camp night after night, while the 
League was being promoted day and night at the 
various butildings.. About twenty-five hundred sol- 
diers were enrolled, while several hundred professed 
faith in Christ. 

The soldiers themselves were enlisted in securing 
League members and in seeking to win their com- 
rades to Christ. Scores of the men agreed to pray 
and work daily for the success of the movement. 

Of all these: soldier ‘soul-winners the most success- 
ful was Private Stone Crane; of .Alabama. ‘He en- 
rolled one hundred and ten men in the Pocket Testa- 
ment League and had the joy of enlisting about 
twenty-five of them.under the banner of the King of 
kings. Private Crane had done splendid work’ in 
teaching illiterates in. Alabama before entering the 
Army, and had ably assisted the Y. M. C. A. in sim- 
ilar work since he came to Camp Pike. I found this 
soul-winner to be a modest, unassuming young man, 
full of zeal for the Master. In a quiet way he seemed 
to possess a wonderful influence over his fellow-sol- 
diers. He told me how a night or two before half a 
dozen men had been sitting about on their cots in 
the barracks talking about the Bible. Presently a 
man came up and stood there for a time listening to 
their conversation. He had just come back from thé 
hospital. When Private Crane offered him a mem- 
bership card of the League one of the men said: 
“He needs it. He is one of the biggest crap-shooters 
in the company.” He signed the card and received 
his Testament, and presently said to Private Crane 
with penitence: “I have just begun gambling since I 
joined the Army, but if God will forgive me I will 
never gamble again.” 

Asa Y. M. C. A. leader looked over the signed-up 
League cards he said, “Two of. the men that marked 
their decisions for Christ were two of the worst 
gamblers in the company. Sometimes they have gone 
out in the lines and have come back with one hundred 
dollars or more in their pockets.” I was eager to know 
whether these men had experienced a real change of 
heart. A few days later I met the Y. M. C. A. leader 
and asked particularly about those two men. He re- 
plied that they were really changed, and were now 
cordial and glad to talk about religious things. 

The Washburn College Ambulance Company joined 
the League. Fully half of the men in the company 
are from Washburn College, Topeka, Kansas, while 
many of the others are university men. The unit 
was formed at Washburn College, and is called tie 
Washburn Company. A son of Dr. Charles M. Shel- 
don, the author of “In His Steps,” is a corporal in 
the company. Another member of the company is a 
full-blooded Indian who is a student at Haskell 
College. 

One day: it was my privilege, in company with the 
Religious Director of cne of the Y. M. C. A. build- 
ings, to address these men at their luncheon hour. 
A number had already joined the League, seventy 
were enrolled at that time, and later others were in- 
duced to join, until one hundred and ten of the one 
hundred and twenty-one men in the company had 
,been secured as. members of the Pocket Testament 
League. This.was in addition to Captain Larago and 
Lieutenant. Crabb, who joined a few days later on a 
Sunday morning when I again had the pleasure of 
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addressing the men. Eleven of the men came out of 
Dr. Sheldon’s church. : 

An Episcopalian rector, who is Religious Work Di- 
rector in one of the buildings at Camp Pike, told me 
that one soldier soul-winner, who had become inter- 
ested in our work, had enrolled a number of former 
gamblers in the Pocket Testament League. 

Never will my associate and myself forget the 
meeting with the colored troops at Camp Pike. A 
small canteen building, without. benches or chairs of 
any kind, was being used as a Y. M. C. A. until a 
proper building could be erected. By bringing in 
saw-horses and by utilizing some of the loose lumber 
in the building, extemporized seats were provided for 
some, while others sat on the counters—and still 
others stood during the service. There was no musi- 
cal instrument, and my platform was a coal box. 

But in spite of these physical disadvantages, the 
Holy. Spirit came upon the gathering, and it was a 
night of wonderful victory. At the close of the meet- 
ing one of the colored Y. M. C. A. leaders in a fer- 
vent prayer pleaded that the men might go out as fire- 
brands to kindle revival fires in the various barracks. 

A few days later word came that a real work of 
grace was in progress. The night before the cam- 

aign closed we again visited the building, and 
beard from the men themselves how God’s Spirit 
was working. One man told how he returned to the 
barracks the previous night and saw a group of men 
who usually gambled reading their little Testaments. 
A corporal said that since joining the League at the 
recent meeting he had quit swearing and made his 
men give it up also. A private testified to the change 
for the better that had come to his barracks since the 
League was introduced. The Y. M. C. A. secretaries 
told how the men had been working splendidly to en- 
rol others in the League, and that as one visited the 
barracks men could be seen sitting about here and 
there reading the little Testaments. 





John Wanamaker’s 
Biggest Purchase 





OHN WANAMAKER has made some pretty 

large purchases in his lifetime. He mentionel 

some of them, the other day, at a luncheon meet- 

ing of the Business Men’s War Council of the 
Pocket Testament League, which was being held in 
one of the dining-rooms of the Wanamaker’ Store, in 
Philadelphia. The Treasurer of the Council, Mr. J. 
Lewis Twaddell, had called on Mr. Wanamaker for 
a word. 

While Postmaster-General of the United States, 
Mr. Wanamaker said, he had been permitted to make 
contracts involving millions of dollars, especially in 
arranging to have the mail to foreign countries car- 
ried in four ships built in Cramp’s Shipyard in 
Philadelphia, to sail under the American flag. He 
had, of course, made large purchases of property in 
his lifetime, involving other millions of dollars; and 
the buildings and ground in which the Testament 
League War Council was then meeting represented 
a value approximating twenty million dollars. 

But it was when he was a boy in the country that 
he had made his biggest purchase. In a little mission 
Sunday-school of the Lutheran Church eleven-year- 
old John Wanamaker bought from his teacher, Mr. 
Hurlbut, a small red leather Bible, about eight inches 
long and six inches wide. This Bible cost two dol- 
lars and seventy-five cents, which the boy paid for 
in small installments as he saved up his own money 
that he earned. 

Looking back over his life, Mr. Wanamaker told 
the Business Men’s War Council that that little red 
Bible was the foundation on which his life had been 
built, and that it had made possible all that had 
counted most in his life. He knew now that it was 
the greatest and most important and far-reaching 
purchase he had ever made; and every other invest- 
ment of his life seemed to him, after mature years, 
only secondary. 

It is no wonder that, after his lifetime experiences 
based upon that little red Bible, Mr. Wanamaker 
urged the widest extension of the Pocket Testament 
League. The blessedest part of the equipment that 
the hundreds of thousands of soldiers in the camps 
in America are getting, before they go overseas, is 
the little Testament for which they “sign up” and 
which is- brought to them by some representative of 
the Pocket Testament League,—made possible through 
your generous gifts to the Business Men’s War 
Council which is financing this work. Contributions 
may be sent to the Treasurer, J. Lewis Twaddell, 520 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Just.slip into your Bible study outfit “Riddle’s Out- 
line Harmony of the Gospels,” showing in parallel 
columns the events, places, dates and location in cach 
Gospel. The 25 cents you'll send to The Sunday 
School Times for it is an investment with big returns. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL: TIMES 





Golden Text.—Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.—John 8 : 32 








LESSON 2. JULY 14. READING GOD’S WORD 


Acts 8 : 26-39: Psalm 19: 7-11 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


FEW weeks ago, on May 15, the whole nation 

was notified by telegraphic press dispatches that 

in the forenoon of that day the President of the 
United States, Cabinet members, and other Govern- 
ment officials would attend special ceremonies in- 
augurating the first airplane mail service this coun- 
try has ever had. Planes were to start simultaneously 
from the national capital and New York City. The 
stamp on the first letter thus carried from Washing- 
ton to New York was canceled and autographed by 
President Wilson. As the public knows, that air- 
plane mail service has been running since then, with 
some accidents and hold-ups, but in the main doing 
well for such a new field of operation. 

What about the time when the people in heaven 
knew that, on a certain day, the first communication 
between God and the world of men dwelling on earth, 
which was to commence the written Word of God, 
was to be given by God’s Holy Spirit to an individual 
human being chosen by God for the inspiration neces- 
sary for this unique task? There must have been 
considerable interest in heaven that day! It was the 
first “airplane mail service” between heaven and earth. 
It went on until the Bible, the Word of God, was 
completed. There were no accidents or hold-ups in 
that service, either, new though it was. It was God’s 
work, though carried on through men. Its accom- 
plishment was the perfect result given to men in the 
infallible Word of God. 


Our Background Material 


As an accompaniment to this remarkable lesson in 
Bible study, let the teacher get well “loaded up” with 
valuable and ye | available helps to profitable Bible 
study, deciding which of these to bring to class and 
possibly distribute in class. 

“Learning to Study the Bible” (The Sunday School Times 
Company, 2 cents each, $1 a hundred). ’ 

“Why Are We to Believe the Bible Is Inspired?” by I. M. 
Haldeman, D.D,. (The Sunday School Times Company, 2 
cents each, 20 cents a dozen; fifty or more, 1 cent each.) 

“A. Bible Reading Campaign,” by John T. Faris, D.D. 
(The Sunday School Times Company, 2 cents each; fifty or 
more, 1 cent each.) 

Bible Success Band Booklet for 1918. A plan, now in use 
all over the world, for learning a Bible verse each day,—it 
can be started at any time in the year (The Sunday School 
Times Company, 15 cents each, 12 cents each for ten or 
more copics). 

“What Bible Correspondence Course Shall I Take?” (The 
Sunday School Times Company, 2 cents each, 20 cents a 
dozen, or $1 a hundred copies.) 

“How to Master the English Bible,” by James M. 
Gray, D.D. (Bible Institute Colportage Association, 826 
North La Salle Street, Chicago, 40 cents). 


Be sure to read the leading editorial on the first 
two pages of this issue. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are tc les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face Popres at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

A man close to the head of a government, carry- 
ing heavy national responsibilities, who is so much 
interested in religion that he will make a journey of 
some 1,500 miles in order to worship, is an unusual 
figure. A journey of that length nineteen centuries 
ago would certainly be equivalent to a trip around 
the world to-day. Give the facts about the official 
position of the Ethiopian nobleman, and his journey, 
brought out by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1). 

-God was working in this nobleman’s life to cause 
him to desire to know more about God. And God 
started working in Philip’s life in order to satisfy 
that nobleman’s desire; God started Philip on an 
“unreasonable” journey. God often works in two 
ways at once in order to accomplish a single end in a 
human life. 

Turn back to Isaiah 53, and read aloud in class 
either the two verses quoted in Acts, or the whole 
brief chapter of twelve verses. It is one of the most 
marvelous chapters of the entire sixty-six books in 
the Bible. It cannot be understood without the rest 
of the Word of God. So help was needed in the 
Ethiopian’s Bible reading, and-Philip knew the mes- 
sage of the Old Testament and the New. 

Nhat proved that Philip was “the real thing” in 
preachers? ask Mr. Ridgway (1). How Philip may 
have unfolded the meaning of the Isaiah passage, on 
a twofold plan, the Word of God and the Lamb of 
God, is suggested by Dr. Griffith Thomas. (I, 4). 

Show how Philip’s first question of .the Ethiopian 
(v. 30) suggested an important principle in Bible 
study, as Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2) points out. 


Additional Material for T: : Psa. 37! 31; 119 : 9-16; Prov. 
13:13: Isa. 55 : 8-11; --> 39 ry tom. 35° 4. 
, Reading: Psa. 119 oe BM, 97-105. 


opic : 7 
Primary Memory Verse: ‘leach me thy way, O Jehovah.— 


Psa. 27 : 11. 
unior Metiory Verse: Psa. 119 : 105. 
tory Material: Matt. 7: 24-27; Luke 24: 13-32; Acts 17: 
10-12, ; 
Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: The Bible: What It Is and 
How to Make it Our Own. 
Additional Material: Deut. 6: 6-9; Josh. 1:8; Psa. 1; 2, 
2 119: 97-704: Isa. 40:8; John-20: 30, 31; Eph. 6: 17; 
Jol.yg : 16; 2 Tim. 3 : 14-17; Heb. 4: 12. 











[The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for prigting in the lesson helps is 
Acts 8: 26-31, 35-39; Psa. 19: 7-11] 


26 But an angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, 
Arise, and go ! toward the south unto the way that goeth 
down from Jerusalem unto Gaza: the same is desert. 27 
And he arose and went: and behold, a man of Ethiopia, a 
eunuch of great authority under Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, who was over all her treasure, who had come 
to Jerusalem to worship; 28 and he was returning and sit- 
ting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
29 And the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself 
to tuis chariot. 30 And Philip ran to him, and heard him 
reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, Understandest thou 
what. thou readest? 3:1 And he said, How can I, except 
some one shall guide me? And he besought Philip to come 
up and sit with him. . . . 35 And Philip opened his mouth, 
and beginning from this scripture, * preached unto him 
Jesus. 36 And as they went on the way, they came unto a 
certain water; and the eunuch saith, Behold, here is water; 
what doth hinder me to be baptized?* 38 And he com- 
manded the chariot to stand still: and they both went down 
into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he bap- 
tized him. 39 And when they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip; and the eunuch 
saw him no more, for he went on his way rejoicing. 


7 The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the soul: 
The testimony of Jehovah is sure, making wise and simple. 
8 The precepts of Jehovah are right, rejoicing ‘the heart: 
The commandment of Jehovah is pure, enlightening the 
eyes. 
9 The fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring for ever: 
The ordinances of Jéhovah aré’’true, and righteous alto- 
gether. é 
10 More to’ be desired are they than gold,’ yea)? than muck 
fine gold; bs ; ‘ 
- Sweeter also than honey and the droppings of the honey- 
comb. ; cas 
11 Moreover by them is thy servant warnéd: 
In keeping them there in great reward. 
10Or, at noon “*Gr. bring good tidings of. See ch. 
13. 32; 14.15. *Some ancient authorities insert, wholly 
or in part, ver. 37 And Philip said, If thou believest 
with all thy heart, thou mayest. And he answered and 
said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Humility is a necéssity to understand the Bible; 
and the Ethiopian’s humility is beautifully apparent,— 
have the class show how it appears. Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 3) discusses this. 

Here are other important principles in Bible study, 
seen in the desert-chariot-Bible-class of those two: 


God uses his Word to create desire in men for salvation. 

The heart of the message of God’s Word is Jesus; you 
can “begin from this scripture” at any point of God’s 
Word, and preach from it Jesus. 

God’s Word needs to be explained from the standpoint 
of the whole message of God's Word about Jesus; there- 
fore those who have alfeady had enlightenment as to this 
message of God’s Word are needed as Bible teachers. 

The purpose of God’s Word is men’s personal appropri- 
ation of the: Gospel for their own need and life, as this 
Ethiopian took it; without this Bible study is unprofitable 
and useless. 

No man is too great to study God’s Word. 

God’s Spirit uses his Word in supernatural ways. 

“Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deluding 
your own selves” (James 1: 22; see also Matt. 7 : 24-27). 
The Ethiopian not only listened to God’s Word, but he be- 
lieved it and did as it directed. 

To use God’s Word in this way will always send us on 
our way rejoicing (v. 39). 

Centuries before Philip met the Ethiopian men of 
God knew what the unspeakable riches and blessings 
of the Word of God are. See what David said about 
it, in our lesson passages (Psa. 19: 7-11): 

Here is a remarkable fact: The references made 
by the Word of God to the Word of God are the 
same throughout the Word of God. Everywhere 
God’s Word recognizes the Scriptures as authorita- 
tive, inspired, infallible, perfect, final ;' inexorably dis- 
closing the nature of man and the sinfulness. of ‘sin, 
while at the same time gloriously revealing the love 
of God. and the sufficiency of salvation through 
Christ. Just see what some of these féw verses in 
that one Psalm say about the Word:of God: 

God’s Word is “perfect,”—that is why believers believe 
in inspiration to the uttermost, even to the words. 

God’s Word restores the soul, broken away from the 


fellowship of God and lest through sin; brings the soul 
back, through new birth, into that which God intended. 

God’s Word is sure, not uncertain or doubtful or wobbly. 
“God is faithful, our word toward you is not yea and nay. 
For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among 
you by us, ... was not yea and nay, but in him is yea” 
(2 Cor. 1: 17). 

God’s Word gives wisdom to the simple,—those who not 
only lack wisdom but who, with humble mind, are ready 
to receive it in conscious need as little children. : 

God’s Word causes the heart to rejoice. Its purpose is 
not to condemn but to save men, if they believe God. 

God’s Word brings light to the eye, not darkness; gives 
sight for blindness, 

This use of God’s Word has results not temporal or tem- 
porary, but going on for all time and eternity; for it en- 
dures forever. 

The passage in the Psalms is well summed up by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 5). 


All this is but a small part of the riches of this 
lesson on “Reading God’s Word.” The teacher 
should take time, before Sunday, to read carefully 
every bit of the wealth of Scripture material that is 
mentioned ndt only for the main lesson passage, but 
in the Additional Materia! for Teachers, the Devo- 
tional Reading, and under all the Graded Topics, in- 
cluding the further Graded Additional Material. See 
the editorial note on the first page of this issue, con- 
cerning the opportunity offered by this lesson. ~ And 
read the account of John Wanamaker’s first Bible 
(on page 365). 

The Truth that Is Golden 


Remembering that “Exegesis is finding Christ in 
the Word, Exposition is preaching Christ from the 
Word,” Philip was a good exegete and a good ex- 
positor. And so ought we all to be. 

“Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free” is our Golden Text. The truth is God’s 
Word, and God’s Word is Christ (John.1:1). It 


takes more than mere intellectual knowledge of the. 
truth ‘to make us free; it takes the Truth himself, a 


Person; Christ our Saviour the Word of God. © >:: 


Have the class mention as mary similarities be-» 


tween the written Word of God and the incarnate 
Word of God, the Bible and Christ, as they can. 


Teaching Points 


An automobile road-book might well be brought 
into class, as a good illustration of the Bible, Mr. 
Rogers (1). 

Have the class memorize the sentence concerning 
the only two classes of people in the world in regard 
to the Bible (Dr. Griffith Thomas, IV, 6). 

The Bible is the greatest X-ray apparatus ever 
produced; it shows what’s inside you, and then shows 
you how to get cured (Mr. Ridgway, 2). 

How to make sure of getting time for Bible read- 
ing in these busy days (Mr. Rogers, 2). :; 

The boys in Pucker’s class were glad they had 
been giving money to send Téstaments to the sol- 
diers (Mr. Rogers; 4). Is your class doing this? 
Are you in touch with the Pocket Testament League? 

Five simple rules for profitable Bible study (Mr. 
Rogers, 3). Show the class how to apply these five 
rules to the lesson passage in Acts. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
“Wherein is the Word of God different from every 
other book in the world? 
Can every one understand the Bible?” 
Could the Ethopian have understood without Philip? 
Why is Christ made the central theme of the Bible? 
Did the Bible mean as much to David as to us? 


What is meant by the word “The testimony of 
Jehovah is sure”? (Psa. 19:7.) 


How much time ought I to give to Bible reading? 
A. Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] . 


Praying to God (Luke 11: 1-13; Psa. 145: 16, 19). 
The greatest thing a man can do is the easiest thing 
a-man-can do. It is prayer. How many of us really 
believe in. prayer to the limit? Our lesson tells us 
what it really means. God pledges himself to an- 

swer prayer. No wonder “prayer changes things.” 


What condition of answered prayer is mentioned 
in Psalm 145: 18? 


; Does God guarantee to fulfil all our desires? 
What.is the meaning of the parable in Luke 11: 5-8? 
: Why. are. so-many earnest prayers unanswered? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 14 (Acts 8 : 26-39; Psa. 19 : 7-12) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Connectien.—Acts 8: 26-39 comes from the second 
section of Acts, the éxtension of the Gospel into 
Judea and Samaria, chapters 8 to 12. Psalm 19 is 
one ascribed to David and is in the first of the five 
books of the Psalms, 1 to 41. The Psalm deals with 
two books,—of nature with the sun in it (vs. 1-6), 
and of grace and the believer in it (vs. 7-11), verses 
12-14 being the application. P 
1. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The Man (vs. 26-28). Oceuaying a high position 
as a state official and possessed of great responsi- 
bility as a sort of Financial Secretary to the Treas- 
ury, this man must have had a keen intellect and an 
intense earnestness, for he had considered the Jewish 
religion, had accepted it, and had been to Jerusalem, 

erhaps 1,500 miles, to worship. Thus, he had not 
Sone wholly given over to State affairs, but had found 
time to turn his attention to religion.. Not only so, 
he had ,“kept it up,” for in addition to going a long 
way to worship he was still reading his Bible and act- 
ing up to the light he possessed. This picture of a 
highly-placed, able, and influential man pondering his 
Bible is one of the most striking found in the Scrip- 
tures. When a real man is thus associated with the 
Word of God, blessing is sure to be the result. (1) 


The Messenger (vs, 29-34). Philip had been told 
to leave his work in Samaria and go towards the 
south (v. 26), evidently in readiness to meet the 
Ethiopian, and on being further told to draw near 
to the chariot, found the man reading aloud a passage 
from Scripture. At once came the pointed inquiry 
whether the Ethiopian understood what he was read-. 
ing. Thus Philip pressed home faithfully the prac+ 
tical question which is always, not how much we read, 
but how well; not how many chapters, but how many 
thoughts ;:not quantity, but quality. (2) . 

Men often do not understand Seripture,.and this 
may be due, as in the present case, to ignorance, 
which God is ready to remove. But it is as often due 
to prejudicegewhich God cannot remove apart from 
our will; The man’s frank admission (v. 31) testi- 
fied to:the need of more -knowledge and of human 
guidance. He felt that he could not understand the 
passage without some one to teach him, and the hearty 
invitation given to the stranger shows his wishful- 
ness to know and his willingness to learn. In_par- 
ticular, he was desirous of knowing what the well- 
known passage (Isa. 53) really meant. The great 
man was thus willing for an unknown Jew to teach 
him, and that in the presence of his servant who was 
driving the chariot. Humility is always willing to 
learn. (3) # ‘ 

Philip thereupon took the Scripture as his text and 
showed how it referred to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The lamb meant sacrifice, which must have been 
shown to be needed through sin and also to have been 
provided by God. This was a model sermon or ad- 
dress, with its twofold theme of the Word of Ged 
and the Lamb of God, the record of Scripture and.the 
Person of Christ. Christ is the theme and_ sub- 
stance of all Scripture. (4) 

The Master (vs. 35-39). Through the instrumen- 
tality of the messenger, the Ethiopian was brought 
face to face with Christ, and there was first a per- 
sonal acceptance of the Lord, then a complete sur- 
render to him, followed by a new life ‘within and an 
exultant joy in his new experience of a Saviour 
possessed. 

The Message (Psa. 19:7-11). The Ethiopian was 
thus led to Christ through the proclamation of the 
Word, and these verses of this Psalm tell us some- 
thing of its character and power. 1. What the Bible 
is. Six times it is said to be “of the Lord,” showing 
its Divine source. Six words are then given to de- 
scribe it, including “law,” “testimony,” etc. Then its 
character is seen in the six adjectives, “perfect,” 
“sure,” etc. 2. What the Bible does. It starts with 
conversion (v. 7), then follows with everything 
needed for the Christian life-of sanctification (vs. 
7, 8, 11), and it lasts forever (v. 9). 3. What the 
Bible requires. It calls for desire (v. 10) ; reception 
(v. 10); obedience (v. 11); or, to put it otherwise: 
appetite ; appropriation; action. ( 

votional Reading.—Psalm 119: 9-16, 97-105. The 
theme of the entire Psalm is the Word of God, and 
it may be considered along three lines: 1. The ex- 
pressions used (law, statutes, etc.). 2. The effects 
described (what it does for the life). 3. The experi- 


. ences realized (what it is felt to be by the soul). 


il. Additional Material for Teachers 
Psalm 37: 31; 119:9-16; Proverbs 13: 13; Isaiah 
55: 8-11; John 5: 39, 46, 47; Romans 15: 4. 
Every passage is intended to illustrate the Word 
in one or other of its forms and éffects. 
1. Psalm 37:31. (1) The place of Scripture; (2) 
power of Scripture. ftesanndt 
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2. Psalm 119:9-16. One of the sections of this 
Psalm dealing with the Bible and calling special at- 
n ord of God as our (1) standard; (2) 
strength; (3).satisfaction. 


3.’ Proverbs 13:13. (1) A twofold relationship to 


_the Bible; (2) a twofold result. 


4. Isaiah 55: 8-11. (1) The will of God; (2) the 
way of God; (3) the Word of God. 

5. John 5:30, 46-47. (1) Searching and finding; 
(2) believing and obeying. 

6. Romans 15:4. (1) The -purpose of the Old 
Testament for us to-day; (2) the power of the Old 
Testament. 

Ill. The Graded Topics . 

Intermediate, Senior, and Adult Topic: The Bible: 
What It Is and How to Make It Our Own. (Addi- 
tional Material: Deut. 6: 6-9; Josh. 1:8; Psa. 1: 2, 3; 
119: 97-104;. Isa. 40:8; John 20: 30, 31; Eph. 6:17; 
Col. 3:16; 2 Tim. 3: 14-17; Heb, 4:12). 

1. What the Bible is. Everything about the Bible 
is summed up in the thought that i* is a Divine reve- 
lation, a means whereby God speaks to us (Heb, 1: 
1, 2). This includes four things: (1) truth for the 
mind; (2) love for the heart; (3) law for the con- 
science; (4) grace for the soul. 

2. How to make the Bible our own, It is impor- 
tant that God’s voice should be heard and heeded. 
(1) We must first master its contents, then discover 
its meaning, and then apply its message to our own 
soul. (2) It requires a mind illuminated by the 
Spirit of Christ, a heart cleansed by the blood of 
Christ, a conscience sensitive to the law of Christ, 
and a will obedient to the rule of Christ. (3) Then 
will come the fourfold requirement laid down in 
Scripture itself: we must read (Matt. 21: 42; Acts 

28); search: (John 5:30); meditate (Psa. 1:2) ; 
and compare (1 Cor. 2:13). 

IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


Every part of the Christian life is in some way or 
other connected with the Bible, because it is God's 
message to the soul concerning Christ. In particular, 
knowledge of the Bible has a fourfold effect: 

1. Peace. Christ as our Saviour (Psa. 119: 165; 
Eph.: 2:14; Rom.’ 5:1). 

2. Purity. Christ as our Sanctifier (John 15:3; 
Eph. 5:26). 

3. Power. ,Christ as our Strength (Psa. 119: 11; 
1 John 2:14). oo 

4. Preciousness, Christ as, our . Satisfaction . (Psa. 
19: 10; I19: 103; Prov. 24: 13, 14). 

Thus, we may say in regard to the Bible there are 
two, and only two, classes of, people in the world: 
those whom the Bible is keeping from. sin; and those 
whom sin is keeping from the Bible. (6) 

V. Leading Questions 

What point. of spiritual importance is seen in 
Philip’s question? (Acts 8: 30.) 

How did Philip meet the Ethiopian’s inquiries? 
What two things are essential in every sermon and 
Scripture lesson? 


Prove from Scripture that the Bible is “of Jehovah” 
(Psa. 19:7). 

Show that the order of the results given in the 
Psalm is true to Christian experience. 


Illustrate from any other Scriptures these effects 
ffom the Word of God. 


Collect the various symbols found in Scripture to 
describe God’s Word. 


Prove from Scripture the power of God’s Word to 
“warn” and to “reward” (v. II). 


Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 
ye 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Our Colored Brother.—A man of ~thiopia (v. 27). 
As I write, the “man of Ethiopia” is quite a man in 
Coatesville. These are war days. Steel plates are 
five to ten cents a pound. Soft coal is six dollars a 
ton. I have just bought coke at ten dollars a ton. 
Why? Causes various. Shortage of foreign labor 
one of them. And so day after day there are pouring 
into Coatesville and into Pennsylvania coal, coke, 
and steel centers a stream of the descendants of the 
men of Ethiopia. They are saving the day by keep- 
ing the wheels turning around. Which means the 
yellow envelope. Which means bread and meat from 
the West and pots and pans from the East. So never 
be tempted to throw any stones at the man of Ethi- 
Opia just because his skin is darker than yours. He 
hashis: good and bad points like the rest of us. You 
ought to see. him “throw dirt” and “hoss around” 
boiler plate:. The man of Ethiopia h . 1. ver had half 
a-chance. What indoor trade can he follow except 
one that is menial? In what store do you find him a 
salesman? He is most skillful of cooks, the best 
of waiters; the finest of barbers, and the only sleep- 
ing car.perter. .Give him a chance in other places 
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and he will make equally good. The best poetry 
we have produced for many a day, and also the 
greatest pictures of any day, are by the colored 
men, Paul Lawrence Dunbar and Henry O. Tanner. 
And Tanner’s pictures are considered by many 
America’s greatest religious art. Give him the Gos- 
pel, and give him a show, and the man of Ethiopia 
yi ea al the best in all lines (Psa. 18:35; 1 Tim. 
3a). 

Teachers.—How can I, except some one shall 
guide me? (v. 31.) Yes, how can he? Most of us 
find it hard to understand with the best of guides. 
The colored man is our great domestic problem. I 
contend that all he needs is our unselfish Christian 
guidance. The colored man models himself*as far 
as he can after the white man. Did you ever hear 
“Smokey,” who works for old Doctor Gardner, talk- 
ing to the colored folks amout the “middle long 
garter” (medulla oblongata) as he struts around in 
t! doctor’s old long coat and plug hat? The man 
of Ethiopia needs to be guided, needs to be taught, 
and it is the duty and the privilege of the white man 
to do it. Things are so nicely arranged that he who 
cannot do it in person can write his name on a lit- 
tle piecé of paper and send it to some one of the 
fine schools which has the boy of Ethiopia in charge. 
That is to say, Mr. Gotrocks, you spill the ink and 
the consecrated teachers down there will do the rest. 
For two years I worked among the colored folks. 
They have always been in our family faithful and 
and true. They have faults, like the rest of us. But 
suppose you had been born in the same surroundings, 
“just growed,” like Topsy, found yourself under the 
same restrictions, had no one to show you how to do 
and how to go, how much better would you be? 
This in effect is what Blackstone, the colored barber, 
in whose Sunday-school I was trying to prepare 
leaders by holding night classes, asked me. I had no 
answer. Have you? (Dan. 12:3, marg.) 


Preachers.—Philip opened his mouth, and... 
preached unto him Jesus (v. 35). Which proves that 
Philip was the real thing in preachers. He did not 
picture “Elijah and his Times.” Nothing to say 
about the “Decline and Fall of the Jewish Kingdom.” 
No reference to the “Ten ‘Lost Tribes of Israel.” He 
did not go into Hebrew roots. and Greek accents. He 
just preached unto him Jesus. First things first. All 
these other things are fine. I am much interested in 
them all and sometimes talk about them. But before 
any man can understand the history of Israel he 
must know just what sin is. Sin cannot be sized up 
until we get to know Jesus, and why he had to die 
fot a sin-struck world (Isa. 53:6; Luke 19: 10; 
2 Cor. 5:21). As I write here this Monday morning 
on the train, my newspaper says 60,000 people in 
Boston crowded to hear Billy Sunday preach. What- 
ever opinion folks may have of Billy’s style, of one 
thing there is no question. He tells men of their 
sins in words they cannot mistake, and preaches sal- 
vation in Jesus in terms they can exactly under- 
stand. So when the invitation is given hundreds pour 
down the aisles of his great tabernacles to take his 
hand as the pledge of a start in a new life. One of 
the striking things about Billy Sunday (and other 
evangelists) is that he reaches the sinners high up as 
well as those upon the level. The Gospel of Jesus is 
just as welcome to the man of position like this 
African ambassador, as to us fellows who spend our 
days up and down the Brandywine rolling out the 
steel and winning our yellow envelope. Every wan- 
dering son of Adam likes to hear of the way back 
home. (1) 

A Book to Read.—M orcover by them is thy servant 
warned (Psa. 19:11). The good old Book not only 
has coiled up in it the life-line to pull a mired man 
out, but it is full of danger sign-boards to keep a man 
from falling in. I have often thought as I read jerk- 
ingly along through the book of Proverbs, why 
wouldn’t it be a fine thing for every parent to have a 
boy learn them by heart. Not by memory, but by 
heart. All of us know the “wise sayings” that pass 
current where we live. How many of the real wise 
sayings in the Book ‘given by the Holy Spirit do you 
know? Sit down this Sunday afternoon and read 
them critically as well as devoutly, and see how much 
sharper and better “set” they are than the “wise saws” 
that “cut wood” up and down this old Chester Valley. 
The old Book not only warns by precept, but it_warns 
by example. The Book not only nails the shot hawk 
up against the barn in a Haman and a Jezebel, but it 
puts up the sign, “Slow Down, Sharp Turn Ahead,” 
in a Peter and a Paul. I used to have a “Berks 
County Dutchman”. in my class who would say, “I ° 
like the old Book yet aready, for it always shows me 
up.” Hiram had gotten hold of the secret of the 
Book. Anything tiiat shows a fellow up is a great 
blessing in his life. Doc. Richmond says it is no trou- 
ble to doctor a man when you know what is the mat- 
ter with him. That is why the X-ray has revolution- 
ized much medical practise. The Bible is the greatest 
X-ray apparatus eyer produced. When a man comes: 
under its action with the same faith in it as he has in 
the big lamp over at the hospital, he finds it not only a 
lamp to his feet, but also heaith to his soul (Psa. 119: 
105; Prov. 3:8; 3 John 2). (2) 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit iilvstrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Ill } a ae ca than the 
justra on verses 
Golden specially and will 
pe py FE. yg A ~- oh 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

When We Don’t Hear.—Arise, and 
go.... And he arose and went (vs. 26, 
27). The older of two men was once 
urging upon the younger the claim of 
Christian work in mission countries, and 
the latter answered with an excuse that 
had a familiar ring: “But I have never 
felt any pce ae | call to give my life 
in that way.” “Are you sure you're 
within calling distance?” was the dis- 
quieting reply —From the North Ameri- 
can Student. Sent by W. G. Irving, 
Westmount, Can. 

At the Other End?—And Philip ... 
beginning from this scripture, preached 
unto him Jesus (v. 35). Some time ago 
one of my friends went out with a little 
boy. ... My friend said to him: “Go 
to Sunday-school?” “Yes.” “What did 
your teacher talk about last Sunday 
afternoon?” “Oh, he was talking about 
Jacob.” “And what did he take the Sun- 
day before that?” “He was talking 
about prayer.” “Well, did your teacher 
talk about Jesus?” “Oh, no,” said the 
little fellow, “that’s at the other’end of 
the Book.” Now, I hold that Jesus is 
not at the other end of the Book, but he 
is all through the Book, and every chap- 
ter and every verse and every incident 
in “the Bible may somehow be made a 
road to Jesus.—From “A Castaway,” by 
F. B. Meyer. Sent by Louis S. Bauman, 





The Red Line Home.—Philip ... . be- 
ginning from this scripture, preached 
unto him Jesus (v. 35). I am told that 
travelers need never be lost in Venice, 
although the streets are narrow and the 
canals intricate. There is in the walls 
beside the canals and in the pavements 
of the streets a thin line of red stone, 
by following which the traveler will 
come to St. Mark’s’ Church. Soin all 
the Bible history, law, poetry, prophecy, 
there is the red line which leads to 
Christ. He is the focus to which they 
point—From D. L. Moody, in the Sun- 
day School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 

Left Out? — Beginning from this 
scripture, preached unto him Jesus (v. 
35). A  Sunday-school teacher had 
taught her class about David and 
Goliath. A special text was, “The Lord 
was with David.” Orie little boy was 
greatly impressed with the thought. He 
went home and got out his nursery 
pictures to find the one of David and 
Goliath. After studying it for some 
time, he took it and started for his 
father’s study, for his father was the 
pastor of the church. The father was 
busy getting out his evening sermon, but 
the boy persistently rapped and was 
finally admitted. Showing the picture to 
his father, he said, “Papa, they left the 
Lord out.” The father went back to his 
sermon but he could not finish it. He 
saw that he had been preaching from 
the Word of God, but had left the Lord 
Jesus completely out. He tore up his 
sermon and fell on his knees. That 
night he talked about Jesus.—From the 
Gospel Herald. Sent by K. L. Brooks, 
Los. Angeles, Cal. 

Sight, or Faith?—/ believe (v. 37, 
A. V.).. Two children were playing on 
a hillside, when they noticed that the 
hour was nearing sunset, and one said 
wonderingly, “See how far the sun has 
gone! A little while ago it was right 
over that tree, and now it is low down 
in the sky.” “Only it.isn’t the sun that 
moves, it’s the earth. You know, father 
told us,” answered the other. The first 
one shook his head. The sun did move, 
for he had seen it, and the earth did not 
move, for he had been standing on it all 
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the time. “I know what I see,” he said 
triumphantly. “And I believe father,” 
said his brother. So mankind divides 
still—some accepting only what their 
senses reveal to them, and others be- 
lieve the Word of God.—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. 


Emergency Rations.— Sweeter also 
than honey and the Sg of the 
honeycomb (Psa. 19:10). How to carry 
a nourishing meal in a small space is a 
- military problem. The British 

ar Office relies upon compound of 
beef or mutton, potatoes, beans, car- 
rots, and gravy, thoroughly cooked and 
pressed into hermetically sealed tins. 
The German army has its pease-sausage. 
It consists of pea-flour, the fat of bacon 
or beef, and various condiments, in- 
closed in a water-proof wrapper. The 
French army has quite a tasty ration, 
which is both digestible and nu’ itious. 
It consists of a cake of powdered meal, 
deliciously flavored and mixed with pep- 
sine. The Heavenly Army has its best 
meal in the small compass of the Bible. 
The Bible contains for every emergency 
provision which will satisfy every long- 
ing soul—From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wake- 
field, Eng. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration. 


+ 4 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we have no words for which to thank’ thee 
for the Word that thou didst cause to be 
written by men whom thou didst inspire. 
We rejoice that we may rest upon that 
Word with a security that no uncertainties 
of men’s minds may disturb. We pray that 
thou wilt lead us increasingly to read thy 
Word with understanding, and to let it work 
out through our lives in spirit and in ser- 
vice. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do we trust God’s 


word enough in leading others io]. 


Christ? How very simple isthe story 
of Philip and the Ethiopiam officer! The 


Word of God was making a great im- [ 


pression upon that man as he read alone 
in his chariot, under the guidance of the 
Spirit. Philip was on hand to explain 
much-that the Ethiopian did not under- 
stand. But when he understood, how 
joyously and how simply he accepted the 
words of the prophet! It is not our 
word, but God’s Word that leads men 
to Christ, when you get down to the 





deepest convictions. If you run over in 
your mind some of the things that are 
said in the nineteenth Psalm about this 
Word of God, you will not wonder that 
it has the power to do what it did with 
the Ethiopian. What are some of the 
qualities of this Word of God as given 
in the seventh to eleventh verses of that 
Psalm? Yes, perfect, sure, right, pure, 
clean, true, righteous, more desirable 
than gold. And all that is at hand for 
us to have and to use! How earnestly 
we ought to study that Word! How 
confidently we should use it!. Until we 
are doing both, we are missing the joy 
of passing that Word on to others. 

us pray. 


Haring US Work 


MY GREAT PRIVILEGE 














Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“ Spirit of God, descend upon my heart.” 
“O Word of God Incarnate.” 
“ Break Thou the bread of life.” 
“ Abide with me!” 
“Take time to be holy.” 
“ Get back to the Bible.” 
“ Wonderful words of life.” 
“ For the beauty of the earth.” 
(References in parentheses are to the met- 
trical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 
Psalm 19: 7-11 (37 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 9°36 (239 : 1-3). 
Psalm 1: 1-5 (1: 1-4).. 
Psalm 119 : 97-104 (242 : 1-3). 
Psalm 5 : 1-8 (11 : 1-3). 


[ Department Helps 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


- ESSON. Teacutnc.—The Bible #8 
‘God's-message to His children. 
(Key-word: “Learning.”)- ; 
Introduction—Whom do “we love be- 
cause he first loved us”? Sing, ”Love 
Him! Love Him! All ye little chil- 
dren,” or, “We love Him, because He 
first loved us” (both from Carols, Leyda 
a a Company, Wapello, Iowa, 28 
cents). 











The Lesson Cartoon for This Week . 
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On blackboard or paper let a few 


shows God’s love to all the world. 

The most wonderful way in which 
God showed his love was by sending 
Jesus to live in this world. He loved us 
and sent his Son. Repeat John 3: 16. 
Where may we read about the-love of 
“om Sing, “Jesus loves me, this I 

ow, for the Bible tells me so,” or, “I 
think when I read [in the Bible] that 
sweet story of old.” 

You older children can read the Bible 
stories in the Sunday-school paper which 
you carry home. All of you can ask 
father or mother to read the same 
stories from the Bible. By the time you 
are nine-year-old Juniors you should 
learn to handle and read the Bible for 
yourselves, 


Review and Transition—Last Sunday 

we talked about the early followers of 
Jesus, who loved tobe with him to hear 
his wonderful words. Jesus did not 
write his own words in a book. After 
he went back to heaven, his disciples 
and friends, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John wrote the story of Jesus’ life, so 
that people might read about it. The 
Gospels which tell about Jesus’ life and 
work are in the New Testament. The 
Old Testament part of the’ Bible tells 
what happened to God’s people before 
Jestis came to live on earth. There 
were many promises that Jestis would 
come, ; 
_Each part of the Bible was written on 
a- strip of parchment or paver, rolled 
into a scroll. Show a model. Some were 
very long. Very few. people could own 
even one scroll, for many were written 
by hand and cost much money. 


Lesson Story (Acts 8: 26-39).—One 
time an African queen sent one of her 
trusted men on an errand to Jerusalem. 
While there he worshiped, then bought 
an Old Testament scroll By carry home. 
He traveled’ in a gharfOt drawn by 
horses and had a driver. It was a long 
journey back to Ethiopia in Africa, so 
he sometimes read his scroll.as he rode. 
He couldn’t always understand it. 

One time he was reading what Isaiah’s 
scroll said about Jesus. He did not 
know what it meant. As he looked up 
he saw a man walking quickly along the 
same road. This man was Philip, who 
noticed the scroll and said, Do you uh- 
derstand what you are reading? The 
Ethiopian answered, How can I, unless 
somebody explains what it means. Philip 
knew, so the man invited him to ride. 
Philip sat with him, and tald him the 
writing was about Jesus. The man was 
greatly pleased. Philip could not go 
far with him. As they came to a stream 
of water, the Ethiopian asked if he 
might be baptized as a follower of Jesus, 
so Philip baptized him. Then Philip 
left him and the man traveled to his 
own country, where he must have told 
others the wonderful things he had 
learned from God’s Word. 


After the Story—The Bible is God’s 
message—a long letter to the world. 
When the telegraph boy delivers a mes- 
sage, how anxious people are to read it. 
God’s message is more important than 
a telegram. It is a guide-book to teach 
people the right way to live: what to do 
to make the world better. I€-your 
father travels you may have seen him 
studying the railroad guide to learn the 
best way to go. God’s guide-book al- 
ways teaches the best way. That is why 
we pray, Teach me thy way, O- Jehovah. 

Before children can read they can 
learn many beautiful Bible verses. The 
Bible tells about a child named Timothy, 
whose mother and grandmother taught 
him God’s Word. When he was older 
he did not forget what he had learned. 

It is good to learn, but better to live 
what the Bible teaches: Be ye doers of 
the word and not hearers only. 

You have watched squirrels find and 
hide -away nuts and acorns.to help to 
feed. them during the winter. Every 
Bible text which children learn may be 
hid away to use when needed through 
life. King David said, Thy word have 
I hid in my heart that I might not sin 
against thee. God’s Word is like a 





lamp to show the right way. ‘ 
Each child might roll a strip of paper 


children write or draw something which - 
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LESSON FOR JULY 14 (Acts 8 : 26-39; Psa. 19 : 7-11) 


like a scroll and write on it a favorite 
Bible verse. 

Missionary Opportunity—Tell about 
the 500 languages in which parts of 
the Bible have been printed, and how it 
blesses every country where it is taught. 
Send last Quarter’s picture-roll to some 
missionary and explain how it will help. 
(Secure an address from the Surplus 
Material Department of the World’s 
Sunday School Association, Metropoli- 
tan Tower, New York City.) Mention 
the millions of Testaments given to the 
soldiers and sailors, many of whom have 
joined the Pocket Testament League, 
etc. : 

Peoria, ILL. 

we 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





‘How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The Bible: 1. What is it? What has 
it done? What is it doing? 
2. Why read it? 








3. How read it? 





NE of the blessed “by-products” of 
this war is the widespread inter- 
est in the Bible which it 1s producing 
everywhere. Begin your discussion to- 
day with some such statement, -which 
none will gainsay. Then ask why the 
world is at this time turning to this old 
Book for light and guidance for our 
very modern problems. Perhaps we can 
discover why it is still read and loved 
and obeyed if we seek to know just what 
it is. It claims for itself to be God’s 
word to men (2 Tim. 3: 14-17), and that 
claim is substantiated by two unanswer- 
able proofs: what it has done; and 
what it is. doing. 
1. What has it done in past times, 
then, ‘to. prove that it is the very Word 
of God? The oldest portion of it made 


of the Jews a nation so far above. the 
: Standards, moral, intellectual, and spirit- 


tal, of their own times that they can be 
accounted for only as a product of their 
inspired writings. Elaborate this point 
a little bit if you are teaching girls who 
have been recently studying the history 
of those nations preceding Greece. 
After the records of Christ’s life had 
been added to it, it literally turned the 
world upside down, completely changing 
the status:of women, children, home life, 
treatment of servants, etc., and it is ac- 
knowledged by. even its critics that it 
has ever been the cornerstone of liberty 
in every land where liberty deserves its 


_mname. A glance at the Bible-reading 


nations of to-day, in comparison with 
those where the Bible is unknown, is a 
clear proof of this fact.. If some bright 

irl makes the point that it was not the 
Bible that did all this, but certain great 
men, ask what made them great? Have 
ready a convincing list of such names 
showing that the vast majority of them 
were lovers of the Bible, and even those 
who were not were so moulded by the 
sentiment and atmosphere produced by 
its teachings that they too reflected its 
light upon the world. Note, too, how it 
has_ outlived all its criticisms, and stands 
to-day, accepted and obeyed by more 
men than ever before. And this brings 
us to our second point: What is it doing 
to-day? 

For one thing it is selling many times 
faster than any other book in all the 
world; it reaches more different races, 
places, languages, classes, individuals, 
than any other book in existence. Un- 
like the sacred writings of other re- 
ligions, which reached their height of 
influence only to begin to lose it, and 
many of which to-day are read and un- 


derstood only by the learned few among’ 


their followers, our Bible is still climb- 
ing towards its maximum height of in- 
fluence over men. It is gaining also in 
influence over the hearts of those who 
know it, for at no past time have there 
been so many living lives. so entirely 
surrendered to its teaching. Incidents 
without number may be found of how 
eagerly it is being accepted to-day, not 
in “heathen” lands only, like India and 
Korea, but among those who all their 
lives have known it after a fashion, like 








many of our soldiers. Bring to your 
girls the true story of how it has com- 
pletely changed some one life, prefer- 
ably of one whom they know personally, 
or at least know about. Again some 
girl will probably say, “But t is not 
the work of the Bible, but of God, or of 
the Holy Spirit.” Granted, but how 
does He reach men? Ask such ones, 
and the universal testimony will be, “He 
speaks to me through his Word.” Here 
bring in your lesson story from Acts 
rbd as a case in point, a case re- 
peated to-day in hundreds of “Y” huts 
all over our land and in France. 


2. Have we not covered our next 

int? Why read a book that. is and 
o done and is doing all this for the 
world? As well ask why breathe and 
eat, why let the blessed sunshine in. A 
thousand answers might given, but 
the very best of them all is found in 
John’s reason for writing his Gospel 
(John 20: 30, 31), “that ye may believe 
tha! Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing ye may have life in 
his name.” 

3. The last and very practical point 
is that every lesson we teach our girls 
should be a lesson in how to read the 
Bible. Think back over the ways sug- 
gested during the first six months of 
this year and dwell on the most helpful 
ones. In addition, here are some help- 
ful hints on how to make it our own: 


Read more than one version, more 
than one language if possible. 

Read in sufficiently large sections to 
get a telescopic rather than a micro- 
scopic view of it; by whole books as 
often as possible. 

Read it with a fair historical imagina- 
tion of the times in which it was writ- 
ten, with a fair knowledge ofits writers, 
and a fair appreciation of its match- 
less literary beauty. 

Above all, read it regularly, as one 
eats food for bodily health;-Jovingly, as 
one reads a__ -ssage from one’s dearest 
friend ; reverently, as one ‘reads the very 
Word of the Living God. |. 


Home Study 

Ask your girls to memorize the $ix 
best verses in Psalm. 119 (each select- 
ing her own), or the last eight in Psalm 
19. Some one of these may. be. your 
class motto for the present Quarter. 

ATLANTA, Ga: 

i“ 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Begigning: Ar Sunday-school in a 
buggy. 

Explanations: Philip, eunuch, Gaza, 
Ethiopia. 

Main points: Bible reading in spare 
time; the benefits of Bible helps; the 
Bible leads to Christ. 

Illustrations: Map, thread and pins; 
a road-book; soldier converts. 











EACHER said this lesson was 
about reading God’s Word, but Bull- 
dog Jones whispered to me that it 
seemed to him more like the story of 
a Sunday-school in a buggy. Teacher 
overheard him, and. with that big smile 
of his said that might be a bette. name. 
To get the story before us Bert told 
what he had found in the Bible diction- 
ary about Philip. He was a deacon of 
the Jerusalem church, you know. He 
had become an evangelist, and had been 
holding a big revival meeting up at 
Samaria. 

Carl had studied about the eunuch, and 
told about how he probably had once 
been a slave, but had shown so much 
ability that he had finally been made 
secretary of the treasury. Carl even 
thinks he was a black man, being from 
Ethiopia, you know. 

Bumps was geographer and fixed the 
black thread on our map with the pins, 
tc show where the treasurer’s route and 
the preacher’s trip crossed. 

It seems to have been the Bible that 
brought them: together, though of course 
God’s Spirit was back of it all. Teacher 
showed an automobile. road-book, and 
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own, and their minds and hearts 
eager to accept, God’s Word. 


American Soldier and Sailor. 
soldiers and sailors are willing— 
for ‘'estaments is greater than t 
meet this emergency. 


your prayers and your money. 


to enlist this help for us? 


those who have-none. 








THE GREATEST CHANCE 
WE'VE EVER HAD 


—perhaps the greatest we ever sha// have—to win American young | 

men for Christ seenis open to us to-day. Our young men in army 

and navy are grappling with great questions, facing great perils, 

awakening to a realization of the — important things of life. 
a 


As never before they feel the need o 


What are we going to do about it? 


The Business Men's War Council of the Pocket Testament League 
is trying to put God’s Word into the heart and pocket of every 
The opportunity is here. The 
yee, even eager—duz the demand 


Will you go out to meet this opportunity 


with the same unfaltering faith and devotion that moved Philip to 
meet his opportunity in this week’s lesson? We need your we Aes 
We need similar help from your 
Sriends, your church, your Sunday-school} will you be the agent 


Our Testaments are given only to men who pledge themselves to ’ 
carry the little Book everywhere and read a chapter daily. ‘Two of 
our field staff in one week in June signed 2379 soldiers in one camp to 
this pledge—878 of whom accepted Christ then and there. 


There is no duplication in our work—we give Testaments only to 
$3.00 provides Testaments for ten men—430.00 for one hundred. 
Send contributions, or requests for further information, to 


Business Men’s War Council of the Pocket Testament League (Incorporated) 


J. Lewis Twaddell, Treasurer, 520 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


trength beyond their 
are not only open to receive, but 


e supply. We need money to 























said the Bible is like that; it leads you 
to people. and..experiences that you never 
would meet. without it. But it does 
what no human road-book can do. -It 
directs us on the way to heaven. (1) 

Well, this man was reading the Bible 
as he rode along in his chariot, study- 
ing some of the things he had heard up 
at the temple where he had been. 
That’s the way mother does; not in 
a chariot, of course, but picking up the 
Bible for’a minute or two while she is 
waiting_for the water to boil, or when 
father is late to dinner. Teacher thinks 
there is a hint here for us boys. We 
won't read our Bible much if we wait 
until we can sit down to it for half an 
hour. But he thinks that if we always 
have a little Testament in our pocket, 
as the soldiers do, we can find many 
minutes in a day to read a verse or two. 
On Sunday we have time to read more 
than that, same as. you study a road- 
book evenings before you start eut on 
a trip. But, then, you pull out the road- 
book over and over as you go along; so 
why not the Bible? (2) 

The treasurer asked Philip to get in 
and explain it to him, and he did. It 
isn’t €nough just to read the Bible. You 
have to study it. That’s why we have 
Sunday-school, and teachers, and all 
that. That’s why father has a Bible 
dictionary, and you can find out more 
interesting things in it. than you would 
think, 

The eunuch surely was mixed up in 
his head. He couldn’t even tell whom he 
was reading about till Philip straight- 
ened it out for him. Our minister gave 
some rules along that line the other 
Sunday. He said if you want to under- 
stand a Bible passage, notice carefully 
who is speaking, whom he is speaking to, 
what he is speaking about, what his 
purpose is, and what it has to do with 
us. I tried it on this lesson, and it did 
help. (3) 

Philip soon showed the fellow that it 
was Jesus Christ he was reading about; 
even though it was in the Old Testament. 





I guess that was one main purpose of 





the Old Testament, to point to Christ, 
for Jesus said: “These are they which 
bear witness of me.” I guess Philip 
must have preached a regular sermon, 
as Jesus did on the road to Emmaus 
when, “beginning from Moses and from 
all the prophets, he interpreted to them 
in all the scriptures the things concern- 
ing himself.” 

Well, sir, Mr, Ethiopian was con- 
verted. That Sunday-school class had 
a decision day right there, a regular 
revival with a baptismal service at the 
close. Teacher says that’s what the 
Bible is for, to “Make men wise unto 
salvation,” and if any one will read it 
thoughtfully it will surely lead him to 
Christ. He told some awfully interest- 
ing things about some of the soldiers 
who have been converted by reading 
their pocket Testaments, and i tell you, 
we were glad that our class had given 
some of the money to send those Testa- 
ments. That makes us sort of assistant 
evangelists. (4) 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Luke 11: 1-13; Psalm 145: 18, 19 

What habit does verse 1 show in 
Jesus? 

Why does a person have to be taught 
to pray? 

Who is the best one to teach us? 

Name four things asked for in this 
model prayer. , 

What is the main point in the sleepy 
friend parable? 

Can our prayers change God’s pur- 
pose? 

Terre Haute, Ino. 


Do you really want mission study in 
your. Sunday-school? Then get George 
H. Trull’s “Missionary Methods for 
Sunday-school Workers,” and have more 
good plans (the cost of the book is only 
50 cents) than you can use up in ten 
years, The Sunday School Times Come 
pany is glad to be the publisher. 


Under the Library Lamp 


with Britain’s Choicest Books 





An intimate glimpse, i 
books i 


every” 


few weeks, of the most notable of the new British 
by David 


“Intyre, Senior Minister of Finnieston 


+e as seen 
United Free ch, and Principal of the Bible Training Institute, Glasgow, Scotland. 


A _Princely-Minded Puritan 


This article reviews “The Spiritual 

Life: the Teaching of Thomas 

Goodwin,” as received and reissued 

by Alexander Whyte, D.D., LL.D. 

(Volume I. Oliphants, Ltd., Edin- 
burgh, Scotland.) 


HF. venerable Principal of the New 

College, Edinburgh, gives as _ sole 
preface to his latest volume a pathetic 
and singularly appropriate extract from 
Cardinal Newman’s “Athanasius”: “I 
had hoped this would have been my least 
imperfect work; but, being what it is, 
its publication seems to carry with it 
some sort of irreverence toward the 
great saint in whose name I began to 
write years ago, and with whom I end. 
But I have done my best, bearing in 
mind that I have no right to reckon on 
the future.” One cannot expect many 
more volumes from Dr. Whyte, and if 
this his latest should be also his last, 
nothing could better show the single 
urpose of his honored life than that 
[ should in these farewell pages sig- 
nalize anew the affectionate fervor of 
his youth. 

While still a student of theology 
Alexander Whyte was appointed to a 
modest sphere of pastoral duty in Aber- 
deenshire. There he took his willing 
auditors through the glowing periods of 
the Epistle to the Ephesians, under the 

uidance of two great writers, Bishop 
Ellicott vand Dr, | Thomas . Goodwin. 

. From that.day the name of the princely- 
minded Puritan has nevér been ‘long ab- 
sent from the ‘lips of the minister .of 
St. George’s, Edinburgh. Goodwin has 
ever been to him, to use the words of 
Bunyan, as “a-post to ‘lean to.” 

In those early day of Dr. Whyte’s 
ministry, the “year of grace” ’59-’60 be- 
fell. The young preacher threw him- 
self with characteristic ardor into the 
work of the Revival, and found a saga- 
cious leader in Duncan Matheson. Dun- 
can, provoked perhaps by his colleague’s 
enthusiasm for literature, said, “Whyte, 
learning is the rock you will split on.” 
Had he known how this ardent young 
soul would cleave to Thomas Goodwin 
his anxiety would ‘have been less. In- 
deed, as lovers of books, Whyte and 
Goodwin have been much akin. Part of 
the treasured library of the latter was 
consumed by a sudden fire, and the 
brave old man merely said, “The Lord 
hath smitten me in a very sensible 

lace.” His books were very dear to 

im, as books were to all the Puritan 
preachers. It is related of one, quite 
according to Goodwin’s mind, that, when 
the death-summons came to him, he 
stretched out his. hand towards his 
Greek New Testament, kissed it ten- 
derly, and passed into the presence of 

_ the Living Word. 


R. WHYTE has told of a lord of 

Session, seated at dinner beside 
a society lady, who asked him, “My 
Lord, have you read Marie Corelli?” 

He replied, “Madam, have you read 
Milton’s ‘Paradise Lost’ ?” 

Dr. Whyte would confess that the 
Judge’s retort was “most uncivil”; but 
he seemed to rejoice in it none the less. 
His own reading has always been among 
the great masters, chosen with the ut- 
most catholicity but with the severest 
discrimination. He remembers the dic- 
tum of Bishop Butler, that reading may 
become one of the idlest occupations 
that man may engage in; and his own 
mental discipline has been from the first 
exacting and austere. For this reason 
perhaps his love for Goodwin strength- 
_ ened with the years: among the Puritan 
divines no one soars with so équal a 





flight as the famous President of Mag- 
ae College, Oxford. 

It was, however, the Paulinism of 
Thomas Goodwin that so engaged the 
heart of Alexander Whyte to him. The 
minister of St. George’s will range with 
Newman, Santa Teresa, Father John, 
_ Behmen, Sir Thomas Browne, 

ncelot Andrewes, William Law, and 
many another ; but he always finds home 
and shelter in:the great Pauline truths 
that none has expounded more success- 
fully than this grave Puritan. From the 
most engaging speculations he will re- 
turn to some word of healing, such as 
this : 
“ Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bidd’st me come to thee, 

Lamb of God, I come!” 


“Come, sinner, come!” he will say; 
“you have His blood and His bidding. 
Come!” , 

Not only so, but all these others and 
many besides are compelled to - bring 
their treasure-vials, and pour them out 
on the altar of sacrifice. Thus we have, 
to take a single instance, this salutary 
counsel offered by the mystic of Gor- 
litz:. “When Jacob Behmen’s disciple 
asked him, ‘How shall I ever be able to 
keep my heart clean within me and my 
life without me?’ the Teutonic philos- 
opher replied: ‘If thou dost once ever 
hour throw thyself by faith beyond all 
creatures into. the bottomless mercy of 
God, and into the sin-atoning sufferings 
of''Christ, and into ‘the fellowship of 
His intercession, thou..shalt every hour 
receive power from above to rule over 
the world and death; and the devil and 
hell; and even over thy own heart itself. 
Aye, every half hour,’ he added.” 


MAY years ago.a_ distinguished 
American citizen attended a service 
conducted by Dr. Whyte. “That man’s 
face,” said he, “is a battlefield.” ; 

In Dr. Whyte’s preaching there is a 
certain fierceness as of battle, but vic- 
tory shines'in sight. He has dwelt much 
in the seventh of Romans, and firmly 
asserts the believer’s right to tarry 
there; but when he issues forth, he 
moves upon his high places with the 
tread of a conqueror. The secret of his 
power lies much in this, that he has 
fought the good fight of. faith, unflinch- 
ingly and with indomitable purpose. He 
will comment with entire comprehen- 
sion on Lord Brodie’s tragic self-reveal- 
ings, and add: “Yes, I take my stand 
alongside of old Brodie; and if he had 
not written that book of blood and tears 
and prayers and praises, I would have 
taken pen in hand myself, and, indeed, 
may yet do so.” But he will tell with 
at least equal understanding of dying 
James Stewart, a member- of his own 
congregation, who laid his wasted hand 
on Marshall’s golden treatise on Sancti- 


‘fication, saying, “O! that Blessed Third 


Direction!” Having passionately kissed 
the old brown book, the dying man said 
again, “O! that heavenly Direction on 
the Mystical Union!” Now the Third 
Direction in Marshall on Sanctification 
has this index sentence: “The way to 
get holy endowments and qualifications 
is to receive them out of the fulness of 
Christ, by fellowship with Him; and 
that we may have this fellowship we 
must be in Christ, and have Christ Him- 
self in us, by a mystical union with 
Him.” Dr. Whyte would have delighted 
in that shepherd on the Cheviot Hills, 
who, when one said to him that at night- 
fall he must often. be tired, answered, 
“No, man! No! When-I come home, 
and have had my supper, and. sit down 
at the fire wi’ Marshall, I’m as happy as 
a king.” But in former days, at least, 
this Boanerge# among preachers was 
most at home in the battlefield: even 


| till Christ let the devil loose 
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Luther was but “a raw-headed agent 
im. 
After  telli the story. of James 

Stewart, Dr. turns to his hearers 

and readers, and characteristically says, 

“Now, if your interest in this matter 

survives till to-morrow morning, your 

bookseller will supply you with ‘Walter 

Marshall,’ edited by Andrew Murray, 

of South Africa, and published by 

Messrs. Nisbet at..a_ shilling.”.. This 

diligent student never misses an oppor- 

tunity. of recommending to all who will 
listen to him the best books. “Sell your 
bed,” he will say, “and buy them.” In- 
deed, in his eagerness he will sometimes 
give a ‘more qeiontite counsel— 

“Pawn your bed!” 

This gracious and powerful volume is 
dedicated, with a terseness_ which is it- 
self eloquence, “To John Kelman.” 





Children at Home 








Marsh Birds 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


yo boys and girls think that you 
have all the good times there are. 
That’s a mistake. Just to show you 
that even old chaps can enjoy themselves, 
let me tell you of a trip that some patri- 
archs of forty-odd years apiece had not 
long ago. For years four of us have 
spent all of our holidays in the open 
together, looking for birds and nests 
and orchids. We hunt without guns, 
and we collect eggs and birds with a 
note-book and a camera, for we_ find 
that it is better to have memories and 
notes and pictures than cabinets full of 
dead birds and pierced eggs. You boys 
will find that you will learn far more 
about birds if you visit them as a friend 
instead of following them about like 
a weasel to: rob their nests. 

. Sometimes -we go to the South after 
prothonotary: warblers«« and ° blué-gray 
‘gnateatchets and’ mocking-birds and 
summer: tanagers' and blue grosbeaks. 
Once we had’ a wonderful hunting-trip 
in the far North, and saw such rare 
birds’ as "the Philadelphia vireo, so- 
called because it-is never seen anywhere 
near Philadelphia, and found the almost 
unknown nests of the yellow palm war- 
bler, the Tennessee, and the bay-breasted 
warbler. Sometimes we explore lonely 
islands hidden away in a maze of sand- 
bars, and again we find wonderful 
things on the tops of mountains. This 
time we had all agreed to meet together 
on a Saturday night at a funrny little 
inn in the northern part of New Jersey, 
near Wolf Island Marsh, one of the 
largest and loneliest of the New Jersey 
peat bogs. 
away early, and reached the inn before 
the others, while there were still a couple 
of hours of daylight. There was only 
one room with a bath, and we matched 
for that and I won,-but it didn’t do me 
any good, for the other three pushed 
in and monopolized the tub all the time 
that we were there. Anyway, they 
needed it more than I did. 

That afternoon the Architect and I 
jumped into our old clothes and hurried 
out of the little village toward the marsh 
three miles away. It stretched for miles, 
and in the middle was Wolf Island, a 
little ledge of wooded rocks where a 
hunted: wolf-pack made its last stand 
two centuries ago. Finally we reached 
the beginning of the bogs, and lay down 
to rest on a ledge of smoky quartz 
thrust like a wedge into the marsh. In 
front of us, in the far distance, circled 
a pair of marsh-hawks with. white 
patches at the base of their tails, “Geck, 
geck, geck, geck,” they cailed, almost 
like a flicker, except that the tone was 
flatter. While. we were watcaing them, 
suddenly we heard from behind us a 
sound which sent us crawling carefully 
up to the crest. of .the ridge. “Bloop, 
bloop, bloop,-bloop, bloop,” it.. sounded 
as if some one were pouring water out 
of a gigantic bottle far underground. 
From the top of the knoll we saw a rare 
sight. In the open pasture by the edge 
of the marsh stood a bird about two’ feet 


Two of us managed to get | 





JUNE 29, 1918 : 





high, of a streaked brown color, with a 
black stripe down each side of its neck. 
Hunching his head far down between 
his shoulders, he suddenly thrust>it up 
and_across the pasture came the thud- 
ding, bubbling note we first heard. It 
seemed impossible that a bird could 
make such a volume of sound. We had 
seen an American bittern boom; which 
is a rarer sight even than the drummin 
of a ruffled grouse or the flight-song o 
the woodcock at twilight. After watch- 
ing him for some time we turned again, 
and looked at the marsh-hawks just in 
time to see the female drop her feet-as 
she flew. That was a sure sign that she 
had passed over her nest. Mrs. Marsh- 
hawk is a wary and far-sighted bird, 
and will never alight on her nest while 
strangers are about. Yet, as she circles 
around, whenever she flies over her 
hidden home involuntarily she drops her 
feet as if longing to clutch and brood 
her precious eggs. Keeping my eye 
fixed on a certain bush as a landmark, 
I plunged into the marsh intending to 
bound like a chamois from tussock to 
tussock. At the second bound I went 
into water above my knees, and ploughed 
along, my feet making a noise at each 
step like the vote of the bittern, as the 
Architect remarked, following safely 
and drily in my wake. Half-way to the 
bush the mother-hawk came circling 
and screaming around us. We hunted 
and hunted, but could not find the nest. 
Then we hid, hoping that the hawks 
would come back, but they flew away. 
Finally we planned to go back and forth 
over every square foot of the ground. 
As I reached my further boundary I 
straightened my back and looked be- 
yond the last bush. There, directly 
ahead on the ground, was a round nest 
about eight inches across and three 
inches deep, made of coarse grass ringed 
around with rushes, and containing five 
large eggs. of a dirty, bluish-white, 
about the size of a small hen’s egg. The 
minute I sighted the nest the mother- 
hawk . from. some -unseen eyrie came 
dashing through the air. Fifty feet 
away she folded her wings and dived at 
my head, swooping up, however, before 
She reached me. ~ 

As we waded out of the marsh in-the 
twilight, from the rushes came a scold- 
ing little song that sounded like “chop, 
chop, chip-chop, chip-p-p-p,” and we 
caught sight of a tiny wren with yellow- 
ish sides. It was the rare short-billed 
marsh-wren, the smallest of all of our 
birds, except only the humming bird, 
and the first one that either of us had 
ever seen or heard. 


HAT night we met the other two at 

the inn, and over a wonderful dinner 
we told them all about the day’s discov- 
eries. Before daybreak the next morning 
we were out again. This time we walked 
through the long grass of the meadows 
towing a long cord tied to the ankle of 
two of us, which just touched the top 
of the grass for+a distance of some 
fifty feet. By this method we flushed a 
vesper sparrow and found her nest with 
three beautiful white eggs, blotched and 
clouded with umber and lavender at 
the larger end. We also scared up a 
bobolink, and if the Banker, whose. duty 
it was to watch the cord, had not been 
looking up at the sky we would have 
found her nest. In that sarthe pasture 
we also heard and saw the rare Henslow 
sparrow, a small, black-striped sparrow 
whose-note sounds like “Selick, selick, 
selick.” 

Over in the marsh the Artist found a 
big, round, green ball of grass with a 
hole in the side, which he declared was 
the nest of the short-billed marsh-wren, 
although it had no eggs in it. ‘Suddenly 
from the hole a yellowish mouse ran 
out, and we guyed him all the rest of 
the day. Almost in the middle of the 
swamp the Banker stepped on a tussock, 
and from under his feet flew, squawkirig, 
a big bird which left behind a handful 
of long beautiful tail-feathers under 
his foot. Under the tussock was a nest 
covered over with arched reeds which 
contained fifteeen brown eggs. It was 
the nest of an English pheasant. Close 
beside it was a large sculptured or 
wood-turtle, with its’ deeply , grooved 
shell: This turtle is very good to eat, 
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LESSON FOR JULY 14 (Acts 8 : 26-39; Psa. 19 : 7-11) 


as we found out later on, and is fond of 
birds’ eggs. 

I found the next nest seeing a 
light-colored bird slip out of a tussock 
ahead of me like a tawny shadow. 
Hurrying there, I found the beautiful 
nest of the veery thrush, lined with 


‘brown leaves, and entirely arched over 


by the long marsh ss. It held four 
vivid blue eggs which gleamed out of 
a green grass like turquoises set in 
a 


We had made up our minds that day 
to find the nest of the American bittern 
the same bird which we had heard 
booming, and whose nest is a rare find. 
All day long we hunted without success. 
Finally on the way home we came to the 
far end of the marsh, where the going 
was so bad that the Banker’ and the 
Artist gave up and sat down to watch 
the , Architect and myself exploring 
We had crossed and were coming back, 
when suddenly from out at my very 
feet flapped a monstrous bird nearly 
three feet high. It was the female bit- 
tern, so close that I could see her yellow 
bill and the glossy black on the sides of 
her neck and wing-tips. She ve a 
hoarse cry and flapped off with slow 
strokes. In front of me on a flat plat- 
form of reeds about a foot in diameter, 
well packed down, were four eggs of a 
dull coffee color. This ended our trip. 
In a day and a half we had heard and 
seen a list of fifty-one different birds 
and had found eight nests, including 
the mouse-marsh-wren nest of the 
Banker, 


Haverrorp, Pa. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





July 21. Lessons from Favorite Psalms. Psa. 
103 : I-13. 
July 28. Lessons from Bible Proverbs. Prov. 


10 : 1-16. 

August 4. All for Christ. II. Our Ambitions. 
Phil. 9 : 4-11. (Consecration meeting.) 
August 11. Lessons in Nature’s School. Prov. 

6: 6-8; John 12: 24, 25. 


Sunday, July 14 


Lessons from Favorite Parables 
(Mark 4: 1-8, 26-32). 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—A lesson in fruit-bearing (Luke 
13 : 6-9). 

Tues.—In persistence (Luke 11 : 1-10). 

Wed.—In sacrifice (Matt. 13 : 44-46). 

Thurs.—In democracy (Matt. 22: 1-14). 

Fri—In pride and humility (Luke 18: 


9-14). 
Sat.—God’s Fatherhood (Luke 15 : 11-32). 











Describe one truth taught in parable. 
Why did Jesus teach in parables? 
What help do you find in modern parables? 


PARABLE is truth taught in a lit- 

tle tale. And Jesus was the greatest 
teacher of truth by parables. If any 
one has never thought of the skill and 
power of Jesus as a teacher by parables, 
let him try to write a parable himself 
that can be compared with the parables 
of Jesus. When he has made the effort 
and measured the result against any of 
the parables which Jesus spoke so easily 
he will be ready to say what some of 
Jesus’ contemporaries said, “Never man 
spake like this man.” 


One wonder of Jesus’ parables is that 
any man, even the most ignorant, can 
understand them, and that no man, even 
the wisest, can understand them all. 
There is always something more in them 
for men to feel after. Pick out any one 
of them at random and see if this is not 
true, 

we 


It was in order to bring his teaching 
within the reach of every man that 
Jesus taught in parables. He sought to 
combine the greatest clearness with the 
briefest compass, avoiding always “all 
‘considerations and circumstances which, 
though neither multiplying nor limiting 








the eral principles to be taught, 
would in any degree obscure them.” He 
teaches thus by example, as, “after giv- 
ing' the exhortation not to resist one 
that is ey) he subjoins the example of 
how to if struck another on the 
right cheek, or if r by him of a 
coat through form of legal process” 
(Matt. 5:30-41). He teaches also by 


‘object lessons (John 13: 1-20), and as 


frequently by comparisons, illustrative 
similes (Mark 10:15; Matt. 10:16; 
13:27; Luke 13: 34), or similes extended 
into parables (Mark 4: 33, 34); recog- 
nizing the truth that 


“Truth in closest words shall fail, 
When truth embodied in a tale 

. Shall enter in at lowly doors; 
Which they may read who bind the sheaf, 
Or build the house or dig the grave, 
Or those wild eyes which watch the wave 
In roarings round the coral reef.” 


Parables are pictures of great moral 
and spiritual truths. What makes them 
is the truth behind them. 


“ Knowledge and Truth, and holy mystery, 
Wherein Truth mainly lies for those who 


see 
Beyond the earthly and the fugitive,— 
Who in the grandeur of the soul believe, 
And only in the Infinite are free.” 


Why should we not ourselves be par- 
ables? 


“TI have been proud of knowledge, when the 


ame 
Of Truth, high Truth, but flickered in my 
soul. 
Only at times in lonely midnight hours ... 
. Have I beheld clear Truth apart from 
Form, 
And known myself a living lonely Thought 
Isled in the hyaline of Truth alway .. . 
Make me content to be a primrose-flower 
Among Thy nations, that the fair Truth 
hid 
In the sweet primrose, enter into me 
And I rejoice,—an individual soul 
Reflecting Thee,—as truly then divine, 
As if I towered the Angel of the Sun!” 


Life itself is a parable of God. We 
shall see it so if we pray aright. “Al- 
mighty God, who shewest to them that 
be in error the light of Thy. Truth, to 
the intent that they may return into the 
way of righteousness; grant that in all 
our sufferings here upon earth for the 
testimony of Thy Truth, we may ‘sted- 
fastly look up to heaven, and by faith 
behold the glory that shall be revealed.” 

And war time is one vast parable. 


“Truth’s supremé revelations 
Come in sorrow to men, and in war come to 
nations.” 


Many men heard Jesus’ parables who 
did not understand them. Indeed, one 
evangelist tells us that without a par- 
able Jesus did not speak, and that even 
his disciples did not understand. How 
shall we understand either the parables 
of the Gospels or the parable of life 
without God’s illumination ! 


“Open my ‘eyes, that I may see 
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key 
That shall unclasp and set me free. 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 
Open my ears, illumine me, 
Spirit divine. 

“Open my ears, that I may hear 
Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 
And while the wave-notes fall on my ear, 
Ev’rything false wili disappear. 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 
Open my eyes, illumine me, 
Spirit divine. 

“Open my mouth, and let me bear 
Tidings of gladness’ everywhere; 
Open my heart and let me prepare 
Heavenly visions thus to share. 
Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 
Open my heart, illumine me, 
Spirit divine!” 


“Hid from the wise and revealed unto 
babes;” is the abiding principle. 

The foolishness of the world is wis- 
dom with God, and the wisdom of the 
world is foolishness with God. This is 
“muddleheadedness” to the unbelieving. 

“Count it crime to let a truth slip!” 

“Truth—whose eyes guilt only can 
make. dim.” 

New Yorx City. 
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Christian Endeavor’s Record in 
Thirty-Seven Years 


BRUARY 2, 1918, rounded out 
thirty-seven years of Christian En- 
deavor history. It is well to take ac- 
count of stock, to count our many 
blessings, and from them draw encour- 
agement and inspiration for the future. 
Even dry statistics are eloquent on such 





- TR 


Here are some that can be 


not apply. 
numbered; 


1. More than one hundred thousand 
societies built on the Christian En- 
deavor plan, in thirty-seven years, nearly 
four-fifths of which bear our inter-de- 
nominational name. 


2. Fifteen millions of members trained 
in some degree for Christian service and 





an anniversary. To many results of | in the practise of Christian fellowship. 


these thirty-seven years asithmetic can- 





After the 
Melancholy Pause— 


| WAS conversing lately with a Sunday-school teacher 
| about a matter that was troubling us both—the in- 
fluence of Higher Criticism in the lives of some of our 

friends. We had come to a rather melancholy pause, 
when she suddenly exclaimed fervently— 

‘*Don’t you just Jove The Sunday Schoo! Times!” 

“ Yes,”’ I answered just as heartily, “it bucks you 
up so!” 

And | think the mere remembrance of such a staunch 
ally cheered us both a good deal. 


The Times is doing a blessed work, and | wish it 
the best of true success. 


» 


HAT is the heartening word that came the 

other day to the office of The Sunday School 
Times. A Canadian reader tucked it into a letter 
to the business department. Are you telling your 
friends what The Sunday School Times may mean 
to them in these days of stress and unbelief? We 
will gladly mail free specimen copies to every friend 
of yours whose name and address you will send us 
(addressing The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia), and whom you would like to 
have acquainted with 


| —the Staunch Ally 


























3. One hundred million prayer-meet- 
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THE NEW RODEHEAVER SONG BOOK 


; AWAKENING SONGS 


especially adapted for every service of the church and 
=" used exclusively in all the Billy Sunda campaigns. 
256 pp.; Manila $18.00 ; Limp $22.00; tioth $30.00, 
per 100, not prepaid. <Afproval copy sent on request. 


? A 48-page book of sacred,popu- 
OUR COUNTRY S SONGS lar and patriotic songs i oe 
cial gatherings and community “‘ sings,’’ dnd just what the boys love 
to sing in the camps. 10 cents each, $6.00 per 100—hal/ price to 
bovs in the service or any one wishing to donate a quantity to the 
camps direct. 
, SHEET MUSIC—‘‘ We'll Be Waiting When You Come Back Home,’ 
,_=——- by Homer A. Rodeheaver, one of the te nant mg “hits” of the day.’’15 cts. 
~“** Should the Stars in Your Service Flag Turn to Gold,’’ by Gabriel. Special 
message for Red Cross work. 25 cts. 


Send for catalogne of other popular Rodeheaver publications. 


[ THE RODEHEAVER COMPAN 1017 Monon Building, CHICAGO 
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I Have a Message For Every 
Pre-Millenarian in America 


It is a message of supreme value if you are seeking light for these 
dark. days. 

It is as nearly free as I can afford to make it—the cost is exactly a 3-cent 
stamp. Just enclose the stamp in aletter and say, ‘‘I ama pre-millenarian; 
send me your message.” 

If you do not say you are a pre-millenarian your request will be 
ignored. Address 


| JOSEPH COHN, 








Station A. Box 10 Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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ings held, each of which has exerted 

some influence for good, and given op- 

porns for the expression oF the re- 
ous life. 


4. Hundreds of thousands of commit- 
tees formed, which have committed some 
form of definite, voluntary welfare 
work to these millions of young Chris- 
tians. 

5. Tens of thousands of union meet- 
ings and conventions held, varying in 
size from a few score to fifty thousand 
in attendance, thus’ vastly promoting the 
fellowship of the denominations. 


6. Societies formed in practically 
every land and every evangelical de- 
nomination; over one hundred countries 
and their colonies and over one hundred 
distinct denominations in this list. 

7. Uplift and rescue work undertaken 
for and by soldiers, sailors, and in hos- 
pitals, prisons, fresh-air camps, in en- 
gine-hpuses, on street corners, and in 
every conceivable place of opportunity. 


8. Some forty weekly or monthly 
Christian Endeavor publications, in a 
dozen languages, and a lar - library of 
helpful literature publishe 


9. An eager response, since the war 
began, to the country’s call for food 
ee ae and economy, for Red Cross, 

: A., and Y. W: C. A. work, 
etc. 

10. A hundred thousand Endeavor- 
ers in training camps or at the front, 
and societies formed in cantonments, 
regiments, and naval quarters. 

11. This last year the best of all the 
thirty- seven, in increase and efficiency, 
in most of the countries from which the 
war allows us to obtain reports. 





Was man “created” or| “evolved”? 
beg) pl 


Scofield 
Reference Bible 


RA, by Rey. C, 1. Seofigh, DB. 
at all the hard 5 io he 
cur... Dr. BSouGAy o bales ose canal 
to a study course. 
New Edition. 2 Sizes. 32 Styles 
Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on .Oxford 
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3S West 32d Street, - - - New York 
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q Piladeiphi, June 29, ror 
44 ubscription Rates 
rm Sunday School Times is pub- 
weekly at the following rates, 


rs | in advance, for either old or 
“new subscribers, in the United States 





and Canada. These rates include 
postage : - 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either 


to separate addresses or ina 
package to =~ address, $1 each, per year. 
$1.50 One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $1.50 

each, per year. One copy, pe years, $6. 
ne free copy ad- 

Free Copies ditional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 


| Tues.—Psalm 19: 7.14. The Law of Jehovah. 


Som School Gines 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





| WAS listening a little while ago to a 
preacher who told me how as a child 
of three or four years he was afraid of 
thunder-storms. He remembered dur- 
ing one of unusual severity that his 
mother took him from his little cot and 
laced him where the storm would be 
ess terrifying. As he lay there-he saw 
by the light of a vivid flash of lightning 
his mother’s uplifted hands in prayer. 
Such was the impression upon his 
childish mind that the picture of his 
praying mother has followed him down 
to the time that his own hair is whit- 
ened by sixty summers. There is no 
better way of poten: children from 
the storms of life than by praying for 
them. The memory of a praying mother 
has kept hundreds and thousands of 
young men from evil. 


oe 


July 8 to 14 


Mon.—Acts 3: 26-39. Reading God’s Word. 


The eunuch’s inability to understand 
the Word did not prevent his reading 
it. Almost everything has been done to 
the Bible that can be done; it has been 
illustrated, expounded, criticized, ana- 
lyzed, and preached. It waits a prayer- 
ul, sympathetic, honest, and systematic 
reading in deep dependence on the Holy 
Spirit. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
prisoners of war; that the enemy may 
be constrained to a merciful treatment 
of all captives, and that the rigors of 
captivity may be mitigated as far as 
possible; that all hatred and bitterness 
may be taken from the hearts of captors 
and captives alike, 


The psalm is a spiritual treasure 
prayer. e may grow. within “it, but 
we can never grow “beyond it.. The 
prayer at the close is one of-the noblest 
ever written. Presumption, self-confi- 
dence, and conceit find a wholesome cor- 
rective in the Law of the Lord. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray to be 
freed from mere formal and perfunc- 
tory praying; for a fervent desire to do 
God’s will at all costs; for less regard 
to the outward results of our labors and 
more concern for the inner life; for 
purity of intention in Christian work, 
and for faith and courage when feeling 
unfit. 


Wed.—Psalm 119 : 9-16. 
“I Will Not Forget Thy Word.” 

We have tenacious memories for the 
things we long to forget, but weak in- 
deed for what is precious. If we are 
not to forget His Word it must be our 
meditation all the day long. It must be 
read, stored, thought over, and lived 
out, if it is not to slip from us. ° 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray that the 
children of God may be led to pray more 
definitely and more earnestly; that the 
nation may learn the power of prayer 
in these trying days; that our “boys” at 
the front who have had a godly up- 
bringing may not lose the impressions 
of their early training. 


Thurs.—Psalm 119 : 97-163. 
Oh, How Love I TLy Law. 
The Word of God deserves to be 
loved because of its author, contents, 
and use. The Word is God’s love-letter 
to the soul, therefore, for his sake it is 
welcome to us. To slight a letter from 
a friend shows little esteem for the 
writer. Love God and you love his law. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
evangelization of the world ; that in our 
churches our mission interest and mis- 
sion work may be in the powe? of the 
Holy Spirit, and that from our churches 
may go out to the field true, Spirit-filled 
missionaries; that we may learn to pray 
till we receive. 


Fri.—Matt. 7: 24-27. Hearing and Doing. 
We are to hear, but hearing is not 





M31 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


house, rich in aspiration, praise, and b= 


dliness miust be practical; It 4s” the 
hearer who will be able to stand 
oT Strain of life’s trials. No matter 


of the Word he will remain’ immovable. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
laboring men who go forth to their 


tion; that they may learn to orm 
their duties as under the. great task- 
master’s eye; that right relations may 
be maintained between masters and Ser- 
vants. 


Sat.—Luke 24: 25-32. 

Jesus Opening the Scriptures. 
What an unforgettable hour that 
would be which was spent with such a 
Master!. better than a thousand else- 
where. How Jewish history and the 
types, the law, the prophecies, and the 
sacrifices would blaze with new light ‘as 
he opened the Scriptures, the great 
burden and center of which is Himself. 
Prayer SuccesTions: Pray that the 
Jews may return to the God of their 
fathers and that the Spirit of grace and 
of supplication may be poured out upon 
the house of David, and .the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, and that Israel may look 
to Him whom they. pierced. Pray for 
the coming King. 


Sun.—2 Tim. 3: 10-17. 
The Power of the Seeteaiiais 

The Scriptures have many arid various 
uses; they are profitable for . doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, and for in- 
struction, but especially are they de- 
signed to make wise unto salvation. 
They are a sure guide to the way of life. 
Let us“ not forsake the Word. It is 
God’s power unto salvation. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
from the insidious approaches of world- 
liness and worldly thinking; that the 
truth. preached to-day may operate to 
the sanctifying of the soul. Beseech God 


and a spirit of burning, to discover and 
burn. out sin. 


New: Yorx_Crry. - 
















fifteen colored illustrations. 


how severe the testing if he is a doer 


daily allotted tasks without any ostenta-- 


Pray to be kept. 


to give his Spirit.as a spirit of judgment 








OSEPH. COHN, Field Secretary, ~ 
iNiamsbu Mission to the Jews; son 
of ex-Rabbi jpold Cohn, is open for 
engagement as supply during the sum- 


mer. Hewill bring to your ple am 
: -illuminating message concerning God's 
' program for Israel, the glorious future 


_ yet in store for this miracle nation, the 
_ relation of the Church to the Jew, the 
Zionist movement, etc. 


Terms within your ability 
Write for further information 


WILLIAMSBURG MISSION TO THE JEWS 
27 THROOP AVENUE, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
NEW 169 new and familiar gospel 
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tiful and durable binding. 


No. 3 Will keep the Sunday 
Schools well attended all Summer. 
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Send 15c stamps for one copy by mail 


HALL-MACK CO., 1018 Arch Street, Philadelphia 
CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT F URNIT URE. 








Se coen toy Preteens only 916 2 5 inches, chowing dave 


Wiebe Fetntes Ke. Ltd. 2 P irk 


INCREASE "YOUR OPPORTUNITIES FOR READING 
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The King James Version No. 5 N 


Price, $1.90 each, tpaid. 
¥% inch thick. Pigski a im 
round corners, gilt edges. 


the ‘‘ Way of Salvation. 


ing only. Divinity circuit, round corners, red un- 
der gilt edges, Contains fifteen colored illustra- 
tions, two hymns, pledge, and decision card. Su 

‘or bers and the “‘ Way of Salvation. 


Size 2}4x4 inches; 
» overiay ng cover 
rown on Contain: 
ing fifteen colored illustrations,two area pledge 
and decision card. Suggestions for members and 


SPECIAL POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE EDITIONS 


The King James Version No. 3B The King James Version 
inches :'sf inch thick, Black figmible leather bid N@- IK Bound in khaki colored cloth. 


. Bound in n eaiedon leather. 
Price, 40 cents each, postpaid. 


> American Standard Revised Version 


No. 4R. Price, go cents each, postpaid. 
No. 6R. Price, 75 cents each, postpaid. 


Gospel of St. John 


A (not illustrated). 
£5.00 a hundred, postpaid. 
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